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THE WILTSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 


The Society was founded in 1853. Its activities include the promotion of archaeological and 
historical work and of the study of all branches of Natural History within the County; 
the safeguarding and conservation of the antiquities and the flora and the fauna of the 
region; the issue of a Magazine and other publications; excursions to places of archaeo- 
logical and historical interest; and the maintenance of a Museum and Library. 

The subscription rate for membership of the Society is as follows: Annual Subscrip- 
tion (minimum), £2°50; Junior Subscription, 50p; Students, £1:50. Enquiries about 
membership should be made to the Secretary of the Society, 41 Long Street, Devizes. 


NATURAL HISTORY SECTION 


The object of this Section is to promote the study of all branches of Natural History in 
the County by encouraging field observations, maintaining records, arranging field and 
other meetings and by putting observers in touch with each other. Members and others 
who wish for particulars of the Section and its activities should write to the Honorary 
Treasurer of the Section: Arnold Smith, Esq., 49 Clarendon Avenue, Trowbridge. 

Membership of the Section does not entail any further subscription from those who 
are already members of the Society. 

The Subscription rate for membership of the Section is as follows: Annual Subscrip- 
tion, 75p; Junior Subscription (under 16 years), 40p; additional Junior Members in same 
family, 2op. 

Observations should be sent to the Recorders: 

Birds; G. L. Webber, Esq., 66 Southbrook Extension, Swindon 

Flowers; Miss W. M. Stevenson, 14 Broadleas Road, Devizes 

Lepidoptera; B. W. Weddell, Esq., 39 Victoria Road, Trowbridge 

Mammals, Reptiles and Amphibians; Miss B. Gillam, 19 Roundway Gardens, Devizes 

Back numbers of the Reports can be obtained from G. L. Webber, Esq., 66 Southbrook 
Extension, Swindon. Prices on application. 


OFFICERS OF THE NATURAL HISTORY SECTION, 1971-72 


R. S. Barron, Esq., M.A., B.Sc. (Chairman) 
Arnold Smith, Esq. (Hon. Treasurer) 
Mrs. Egbert Barnes (Hon. Editor of Section Reports) 
Miss B. Gillam (Hon. Secretary) 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Toynton (Hon. Meetings Secretaries) 
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SOME FUNGI OF SOUTH-WEST WILTSHIRE. PART II 
by J. B. HINDLEY 


This is a second list of fungi of the area complementary to the lists of the brothers 
T. F. G. W. Dunston and Captain A. E. A. Dunston. 

As in the case of the first list, all fungi have been identified at Kew. It is interesting to 
note that once more two species are new to the British List. All notes following the date of 
collection aré Kew notes. 

The writer is once more greatly indebted to the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, to the staff of the Herbarium, and, in particular, to Dr. D. A. Reid, who has provided 
the notes quoted and has encouraged the writer in his collecting. 

Regarding the report of Gymnopilus subsphaerosporus (Joss.) Kuhn. & Romagn. pub- 
lished in his previous list (1969), the writer received a letter from Mr. D. N. Pegler of the 
Herbarium, Kew, too late for publication in that issue. Mr. Pegler said that on further 
examination of the appropriate literature he had decided that the correct name for this 
fungus is Gymnopilus bellulus (Peck) Murrey, described from Michigan, U.S.A., but subse- 
quently recorded in France (Rhéne & Vosges). The main difference between the two 
species is in the spore shape and in the taste—G. bellulus is bitter, G. subsphaerosporus is sweet. 
The present species is bitter. 


GASTEROMYCETALES 
GEASTRUM REFESCENS Pers. Ladydown, 9/11/69. Distinguished by its indeter- 


minate mouth, non-hygroscopic rays covered on the undersurface with a debris-encrusted 
mycelial layer, and a sessile endoperidium. Despite the specific epithet the general colour 
is fawn. 


AGARICALES 


CRATERELLUS SINUOSUS (Fr.) Fr. Whitmarsh Wood, 21/9/70. Recognized by its 
funnel-shaped fruit-body, with a brownish-grey tomentose surface and smooth or undulat- 
ing grey hymenium. 

PAXILLUS ATROTOMENTOSUS (Batsch. ex Fr.) Fr. The Terraces, Fonthill, 28/9/70. 
This large, fleshy, red-brown fungus occurs at the base of conifers, and is readily identified 
by the short lateral stipe which is black and velvety. 


HYGROPHORUS CHRYSASPIS Metrod. Ladydown, 25/10/70. Differs from other white 
sticky species with strong smell in that the gills blacken on drying. Restricted to Beech- 
woods on chalk soil. 


HYGROPHORUS DICHROUS Kuhn. & Romagn. Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. An olive- 
brown fungus of deciduous woodlands with a white stem coated below the ring-zone with 
olive-brown gluten. 


HOHENBUEHELIA ATROCAERULEA (Fr. ex Fr.) Singer. On Salix by the Fonthill 
Brook, Tisbury, 10/12/70. A small pleurotoid agaric 1-5 cm. wide in which the sessile 
cap is usually covered with a pale or bluish tomentum. There are thick-walled, lanceolate, 
encrusted cystidia on the gill-face. 


PLEUROTELLUS ACEROSUS (Fr.) Konrad & Maublanc. On the ground, Wardour 
13-acre Wood, 12/10/69. ‘This small, flabellate agaric has a greyish cap, about 1 cm. in 
diameter, and a rudimentary stipe. It is found on bare soil or moss. 


CREPIDOTUS APPLANATUS (Pers. ex Pers.) Kummer. Fonthill Terraces, 26/11/70. 
Distinguished by its large, sessile, irregularly-fan-shaped, hygrophanous, white waxy 
fruit-bodies, up to 4 cm. diameter, with grey-brown gills. ‘The spores are spherical and 
minutely verrucose. 

CREPIDOTUS HAUSTELLARIS (Fr. ex Fr.) Kummer. Spinney at Naishes’. Ago, 
Compton Chamberlayne, 11/10/70. Similar to the above, but with a dull brown, minutely 
tomentose cap, 2-spored basidia, and broadly ovoid, smooth spores. 


TRICHOLOMA LASCIVUM (Fr.) Gillet. Grovely Wood, 26/1/70. Very unusual so 
late in the season. It is recognized by its whitish or slightly cream-coloured fruit-bodies, 
which have a sweetish sickly smell of cheap face-powder. 

TRICHOLOMA SAPONACEUM (Fr.) Kummer var. SQUAMOSOM (Cke.) Rea. Dun- 
worth Wood, 21/10/69. Cap grey-brown or greenish, stipe greyish white, ornamented 
with dark squamules, smell of cheap soap. 

LYOPHYLLUM SEMITALE (Fr.) Kuhn. In downland turf, Buxbury Hill, 4/11/70. 
Normally found in coniferous woodland, this fungus has a dark brown cap and dirty 
greyish-brown gills. It is inclined to blacken when bruised. 

MELANOLEUCA SUBPULVERULENTA (Pers.) Singer. Fonthill Terraces, 28/9/70. 
One of a closely related group of species, with greyish-beige cap, white gills, and flesh 
which is brown in the base of the stipe. 

CLITOCYBE CANDICANS (Pers. ex Fr.) Kummer. Whitmarsh Wood, 21/9/70. Recog- 
nized by its white, non-hygrophanous cap, white, decurrent gills and Omphalina-like habit. 


CANTHARELLULA EXPALLENS (Pers. ex Fr.) P. D. Orton. Compton Chamberlayne 
as above, 27/1/70. Distinguished from the very closely related C. cyathiformis by the paler 
cap and less elongated spores. 

COLLYBIA (COLLYBIA) COOKEI (Bres.) J. D. Arnold. Ansty Coombe, 12/10/69. ‘This 
species grows on the rotting remains of other fungi. Its small, white fruit-bodies arise from 
tiny, ochraceous sclerotia. The caps are 2-15 mm. wide. 


COLLYBIA (COLLYBIA) ERYTHROPUS (Pers. ex Fr.) Kummer. Wardour 13-acre 
Wood, 27/9/70. This lignicolous fungus which may occur singly or in clusters has a pale 
tan, hygrophanous cap, up to 3 cm. diam., and a shining, red-brown stipe. 


COLLYBIA (TEPHROPHANA) ATRATA (Fr. ex Fr.) Kummer. On an old bonfire site, 
spinney near Chilmark M.O.D. Base, 3/11/70. One of a group of small, dull, grey-brown 
agarics found on burnt ground. All have greyish gills. This species is recognized by its 
broadly elliptical spores. 

AS TEROPHORA PARASITICA (BULL. ex Fr.) Singer. On large buff Russule, Dunworth 
Wood, 30/10/69. Asmall but robust agaric parasitic on Russula spp. The cap, up to 2-5 cm., 
is at first whitish, then greyish, and the gills are well developed. 

A. LYCOPERDOIDES is similar but has the surface of the cap covered with a mass of 
brown chlamydospores; it also lacks well-formed gills. 

MYCENA CITRINO-MARGINATA Gillet. Ladydown, 23/11/69. Distinguished by its 
yellowish or grey-brown cap and the faint yellow gill edge. The cystidia are fusiform. 
MYCENA ERUBESCENS Hohn. On an old stump, Sticel Path, Sutton Mandeville, 
24/11/70. A late species, common in France but rare in Britain. Recognized by its 
lignicolous habit, bitter taste, and the fact that the cystidia are densely packed with 
refractive guttules. 

MYCENA HEMISPHERICA Peck. Compton Chamberlayne, loc. cit., 27/1/70. Perhaps 
better known as M. PARABOLICA sensu Lange, this species is recognized by the blackish 
colours when young, the cartilaginous consistency, rather small spores and roughened 
cystidia. 
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MYCENA OLIDA Bres. Same site as above, 11/10/70, alsoon Tisbury Road. Recognized 
by its small whitish or slightly cream-coloured fruit-bodies which occur on stumps or 
tree-trunks. 

MYCENA POLYGRAMMA f. CANDIDA Lange. Whitmarsh Wood, 24/11/70. Merely 
a white form of M. POLYGRAMMA. 


MYCENA POLYGRAMMA var. PUMILA Lange. Ladydown, 23/11/69. Differs from 
the typical variety in growing on living trunks, in its smaller size and shorter stem which is 
polished and devoid of silvery striae. 


MARASMIUS EPIPHYLLUS (Pers. ex Fr.). Tisbury Row, 28/10/70. Also collected 
(but not confirmed) in 1964 from Whitmarsh Wood and Ladydown. Easily distinguished 
by the occurrence of the small fruit-bodies on fallen leaves, the white cap up to 1 cm. diam., 
the red-brown stipe and the scanty, fold-like gills. 


MARASMIELLUS LANGUIDUS (Uasch.) Singer. Dunworth Wood, 14/9/70. Separated 
from M. RAMEALIS by the white cap with filamentous, ‘non en brosse’ cuticle, smaller spores, 
and its occurrence on grass, rushes, etc. 


CRINIPELLIS STIPITARIUS (Fr.) Pat. Rookery Lane, Swallowcliffe, 23/11/70. This 
species resembles a tiny white Marasmius, with brown stipe and white cap, up to 10 mm. 
diam., bearing red-brown fibrils. It is restricted to the base of dead grass caulms. 
CLITOPILUS CRETATUS (Berk. & Br.) Sacc. Buxbury Hill, in short turf, 10/11/69. 
Resembles a delicate, white Omphalina, but has decurrent, pale flesh-coloured gills, and 
pinkish elliptical spores, ornamented with longitudinal ridges. 


RHODOTUS PALMATUS (Bull. ex Fr.) Maire. On Ulmus, Chilmark loc. cit., 28/9/69. 
Usually found on elm, this species is recognized by the beautiful apricot-coloured pileus up 
to 7 cm. diam. with a reticulately wrinkled surface. 


ENTOLOMA APRILE (Britz.) Sacc. Ansty Coombe, 14/5/69 and 11/5/70. A species 
occurring in spring or summer with greyish-brown, hygrophanous cap, up to 8 cm. diam., 
greyish then pinkish gills, smell of meal, and subglobose spores. 


ENTOLOMA SERICATUM (Britz.) Sacc. Sticel Path, 11/8/70. Another species with 
both cap and stem greyish-beige or bistre and a mealy smell. ‘The gills are at first whitish 
then pinkish, and the spores subglobose and angular. 

LEPTONIA INCANA (Fr.) Fillet. Whitmarsh Wood, 21/9/70. Also Grovely Wood. 
Recognized by the greyish colour of the cap and stem, by the basal tomentum of the stipe 
becoming bright blue-green on bruising, and by the strong smell of mice. 
CORTINARIUS (MYXACIUM) CAUSTICUS Fries. Dunworth Wood, 13/9/70. This 
fungus has a pale ochraceous cap which is viscid when moist, a bitter cuticle and a white 
pointed, slightly viscid stem. 


CORTINARIUS (MYXACIUM) PSEUDOSALOR Lange. Dunworth Wood, 21/10/69. 
Recognized by its conical, glutinous, ochraceous cap, crowded gills with light blue edge and 
the glutinous stipe flushed with lilac. 

CORTINARIUS CAERULESCENS (PHLEGMACIUM) (SCHAEFF. ex SECR.) Fr. 
Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. A species with sticky cap, which is initially dingy violet 
becoming ochraceous-buff or brownish at the disc. 

CORTINARIUS (SERICEOCYBE) ALBOVIOLACEUS (Pers. ex Fr.) Fr. Dunworth 
Wood, 13/9/70; also Grovely Wood and Ladydown. Distinguished by the fact that the 


entire fungus is tinted with pale blue or lilac. It is entirely dry and the cap is non- 
hygrophanous. 


CORTINARIUS (SERICEOCYBE) LEPIDOPUS Cooke. Fonthill Gifford, 29/9/70. In 
common with other members of the AVNOMALUS group this species has a brown cap, a 
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rather tall stem and subglobose spores. It may be distinguished by the prominent yellow 
remnants of the veil on the stipe; these often form concentric zones beneath the cortina. 


CORTINARIUS CINNAMOMEUS (DERMOCYBE) (L. ex Fries) Fries. Whitmarsh 
Wood, 21/9/70. Recognized by bright tawny orange or bright golden red gills and spores 
6-5-8-0 (8:5) by 4-0-4'5 (5) v. 

CORTINARIUS (DERMOCYBE) CROCEOFOLIUS Peck. Under spruce, Ladydown, 
and Wardour 13-acre Wood, 12/11/69. Similar to previous species, but less robust and 
with smaller spores 5:0-6°5 (7) by 3°5-4°5 wu. 

TUBARIA PALLIDOSPORA Lange. Ladydown, in corn stubble in part cleared and 
ploughed two years ago, 23/11/69. Distinguished by'its very small size, the cap only 
o-6—1-0 cm. diam., and the very pale, almost hyaline spores, measuring 9:5—10-0 by 5:5 wu. 


GYMNOPILUS PENETRANS var. HYBRIDUS (Fr. ex Fr.) Kuhn. & Romagn. Wardour 
13-acre Wood, 27/9/70.. Differs from the species in the presence of a white cortina near 
the apex of the stipe. 


GALERINA CLAVATA (Vel.) Kuhner. In short grass and moss, Swallowcliffe Church- 
yard, 11/5/69, also in 1970. Often found on lawns, this species is recognized by its bright 
yellowish-fawn, striate cap, elongated stipe, large spores 11-17 » in length, and absence of 
clamp connections. 


GALERINA CLAVUS Romagnesi. At the base of coarse grasses, Swallowcliffe, 10/11/70. 
A species new to Britain, recognized by its relatively small size, stipe with very dark base, 
everywhere covered with silvery fibrils, large lageniform cheilo- and pleurocystidia and 
narrow elliptical spores, 7-2-8-2 (9°75) by 3°75-4°75 wu. 

HEBELOMA CLAVULIPES Romagnesi. Under beech, Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. New 
to Britain, it is distinguished by having a conspicuous immarginate bulb at the base of the 
stem. The cystidia have a short cylindric neck and a somewhat inflated base, and the 
amygdaliform rough spores measure 10—-13°5 by 6—7°5 u. 


HEBELOMA PUSILLUM J. Lange. Wardour, copse near shop, 21/8/66; Chilmark loc. 
cit., 20/10/70. Resembles H. MESOPHAEUM but lacks a veil and has claviform 
cheilocystidia. It is often found under Salix spp. 


HEBELOMA SINAPIXZANS (Paulet ex Fr.) Gillet. Under yew, Grovely Wood, 16/9/70. 
Sumilar to H. CRUSTULINIFORME but more robust, and unlike that species has cystidia 
which are not elongate-clavate but merely hairlike. 


NAUCORIA CENTUNCULUS (Fr.) Kummer. On old stump, Fonthill Terraces, 22/7/70. 
A small brown lignicolous agaric with central stem. The cap appears pruinose due to 
presence of elongate, capitate dermatocystidia—the cheilocystidia are of similar shape, and 
the phaseoliform spores measure 6-5-10 by 4-5°5 uv. 

INOCYBE (INOCYBE) BONGARDII (Weinm.) Quelet. Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. 
Amongst the smooth-spored species lacking cystidia this fungus may be distinguished by 
having a strong smell of ripe pears similar to that of 1. PYRIODORA. 

INOCYBE (INOCYBE) MICROSPORA J. Lange. Sticel Path, 11/8/70. This is a small 
species with glabrescent brown cap, pale brownish stipe with a hint of flesh colour and a 
silky fibrillose surface, and small smooth spores 6-5-8 by 3°75—5 uw. 

INOCYBE (INOCYBE) PUSIO Karst. _Ladydown, 9/8/70. A small species with lilac tint 
to stipe, brown cap and cystidia which do not become yellow in ammonia. The spores are 
smooth. 

INOCYBE (CLYPEUS) MARGARITISPORA (Berk. apud Cooke) Sacc. Dunworth 
Wood, 14/9/70. A species with a white stem which has a marginate bulb. The cap surface 
disrupts into ochre-brown adpressed scales on a pale background and the spores are 
prominently nodulose to almost stellate. 
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INOCYBE (CLYPEUS) MIXTILIS (Britz.) Sacc. Grovely Wood, 28/10/69. Similar to 
I, MARGARITISPORA but cap uniformly yellow-brown and fibrillose but not scaly. 
CONOCYBE EXANNULATA (Kuhn.) Kuhn. & Romagn. On a dead twig, Tisbury 
Row, 2/1/70. A species in which the veil forms small submarginal flocci. 

CONOCYBE LARICINA (Kuhn.) Kuhn. Chilmark loc. cit., 27/8/70. This is a very 
small fungus with pruinose stem and cap only 5-12 mm. diam. The cystidia are lecythiform 
and the + amygdaliform spores are very minutely punctate, measuring 5:5-10 by 3-5 up. 


CONOCYBE MAIREI Kuhn. Ladydown, 15/10/69. Found on lawns or among short 
grass. This species has a shallowly convex, ochraceous cap, a white powdery stem without a 
veil, ovate ellipsoid spores (5:5) 6-7 (7°5) by 3-3°75 w and subulate, hair-shaped cystidia,. 


CONOCYBE MESOSPORA Kuhn. Wardour, copse near shop, 20/7/70. Recognized by 
its bright orange-fawn or ochraceus-orange, conspicuously striate, conico-convex cap, and 
pale whitish, entirely pruinose stipe. The spores measure (7:2) 7°5-10 (11) by 4:2-5°7 wu and 
the lecythiform cystidia have heads 3-7—5°7 w wide. 

CONOCYBE OCHRACEA (Kuhn.) Singer. Dunworth Wood, 21/10/69. A species with a 
bright ochre-brown, striate, conico-campanulate cap and a villose stipe which is whitish 
above and honey-coloured below. Cheilocystidia lecythiform; spores 8-5—11°5 by 5:0-7°2 Us 
CONOCYBE PLUMBEITINCTA (Ark.) Singer. Dunworth Wood, 21/10/69. Recog- 
nized by its grey or blackish cap and pale villose stipe. 

CONOCYBE RICKENINANA Singer ex. P. D. Orton. LLadydown, 25/9/69. ‘This species 
has a bright tawny-ochre, striate, convex-umbonate cap, a pale honey-coloured stem 
becoming darker below, rather small spores 7—9°5 (10) by 4-5 » and lecythiform cystidia 
with heads 5-7°5 (8) ». diam. 

STROPHARIA SQUAMOSA (Pers. ex Fr.) Quel. Whitmarsh Wood, 12/11/70. Dis- 
tinguished by its occurrence in beech-woods, its long stipe, and ochraceous cap ornamented 
with pallid scales. 

COPRINUS GALERICULIFORMIS Losa ex. Watl. ‘Tisbury Row, 18/10/70. This fungus 
has an ochraceous, cylindric, plicate cap up to 15 mm. high which scarcely expands even 
at maturity. The spores are rounded or triangular in surface view but elliptic when seen 
from the side. 

COPRINUS VELOX Godey apud Gillet. Dunworth Wood, 30/10/69. A very small 
coprophilous species in which the expanded, white, mealy-floccose cap is up to 3 mm. 
broad—the mealy covering consists of warted sphaerecysts. ‘The spores are small, ellipsoid 
or phaseoliform, (5:4) 6:3-7-7 (8:1) by (3:2) 3°6—-4-1 (4°6) yu. 

PSATHYRELLA CORRUGIS (pers. ex Fr.) Konrad & Maublanc. Whitmarsh Wood, 
24/11/69. Like P. GRACILIS this has a pink gill-edge, but may be distinguished from it 
by its strongly wrinkled cap. 

PSATHYRELLA MICRORRHIKZA var. PPEUDOBIFRONS Romag. Ladydown, 15/10/69. 
This fungus differs from typical specimens in having a white gill-edge, and unlike the 
previous species it possesses a short rooting base to the stipe. 

PSATHYRELLA PENNATA (Fr.) Person & Dennis. Ansty Coombe, 12/10/69. Recog- 
nized by its occurrence on burnt ground and its relatively small size. The campanulate cap 
is covered with white, arachnoid fibrils. 

PSATHYRELLA TEPHROPHYLLA Romag. Grovely Wood, 28/10/69. A_ large, 
whitish species with the growth-form of a Hypholoma, and ashy-grey gills. 

AGARICUS SYLVATICUS var. PALLIDUS (Moll.) Moll. Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. 
Differs from the typical state in the paler colour of the scales on the pileus. 

AGARICUS VARIEGANS (F. H. Moller) Moll. Sticel Path, 24/11/70. Recognized by 
the cuticle breaking up into + concentric zones of dark scales on a white background 
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giving a variegated effect, and by the flesh, which scarcely reddens. Microscopically it is 
characterized by the short balloon-shaped cystidia and small elliptical spores 5-6 by 
Oaora Ue 

LEPIOTA ALBA (Bres.) Sacc. Ladydown, 24/8/70. <A short, stout species, with white, 
campanulate cap, growing in grass. It has large, fusiform spores 14-19 (21) by 5-6 (6°7) u. 


LEPIOTA BADHAMII (Berk. & Br.) Quelet. In a hedge-bottom by the roadside, 
Swallowcliffe, 20/12/70. A distinctive fungus, with dark brown, felty surface to the cap. 
It reddens on bruising and turns blue-green on exposure to ammonia vapour. 


LEPIOTA HYMENODERMA Reid. Ladydown, 1/10/70. A small, gracile species, 
recognized by the cap surface disrupting into grey-brown scales on a very pale, pinkish- 
buff background. ‘There is no ring or annular zone on the stipe. The cap cuticle is cellular 
like that of L. CRISTATA, but the spores are elliptical 4-4°75 by 2-2-3 u. 


LEUCOCOPRINUS BREBISSONI (Godey) Locquin. Swallowcliffe Wood, 7/9/70, and 
Ansty Coombe, 8/10/70. Easily distinguished by its delicate white cap with plicate 
margin contrasting with the sooty brown disc surrounded by a few similarly coloured, 
dispersed scales. ‘The white stem bears a distinct ring. 


VOLVARIELLA TAYLORI (Berk. & Br.) Singer. Grovely Wood, 16/9/70. This is a 
small species with a minutely silky-fibrillose cap which is grey or tinged olive or brownish 
at the centre, although often paler at the margin. The volva is also brownish-grey on the 
outside. 


PLUTEUS LEONINUS (Schaeff. ex Fr.) Kummer. On Salix, Whitmarsh Wood, 
12/11/70. Recognized by its bright golden-yellow colour and non-cellular cuticle. 


PLUTEUS LUTESCENS (Fr.) Bres. Chilmark loc. cit., 1/12/70. A species with 
wrinkled sepia or vandyke cap and yellow margin; both gills and stipe are also chrome 
yellow. The cap cuticle is cellular. 


PLUTEUS cfr. PLAUTUS Weinm. On Prunus sp., Tisbury Row, 8/12/70. Cap resem- 
bling P. UMBROSUS, pinkish-buff with dark brown disc with olive tint and a barely 
raised reticulum of concolorous dark brown lines. Stipe villose-pubescent throughout, 
white but yellowish-brown below, and under a lens minutely brown punctate scaly to 
about halfway up. Cuticle a palisade of erect, clavate or cylindric elements. ‘This species is 
normally found on conifers. 


PLUTEUS THOMSONI (Berk. & Br.) Dennis. Fonthill Terraces, 28/9/70. This 
species has a greyish or dark sooty cap which is often very prominently reticulate-wrinkled 
especially at the disc. The cap cuticle consists of both fusiform and sphaeropedunculate 
cells, and some, at least, of the cheilocystidia have long, fine points. 


AMANITA CITRINA var. ALBA (Gillet) Gilbert. Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. Differs 


from typical specimens in being entirely pure white. 


LIMACELLA GLIODERMA (Fr.) Maire. Grovely Wood, 15/10/70. Easily mistaken for 
a Lepiota, this species has a pinkish- or red-brown cap with a very minutely granular- 
scurfy surface, and a stipe with a fugacious cortina. It is well characterized by the very 
small globose spores 4—5 uv in diam. 


LACTARIUS AZONITES (Bull. ex St. Amans) Fr. Dunworth Wood, 13/9/70, and 
Grovely Wood, 15/10/70. Distinguished from LZ. FULIGINOSUS in having a whitish stem. 


LACTARIUS FULVISSIMUS Romag. Grovely Wood, 16/10/69. A red-brown species 


in which the milk turns slowly yellow on a handkerchief; the cuticle is filamentous. . 


LACTARIUS PUBESCENS (Fr. ex Krombh.) Fr. Fovant, wood on south of road near 
M.O.D. Base (not sent to Kew) ; Ladydown 26/10/69. Very similar to L. TORMINOSUS 
but with a creamy-white cap. 
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APHYLLOPHORALES 


OXYPORUS POPULINUS (Schum. ex Fr.) Donk. On ash in hedge, Sticel Path, 17/12/70. 
Similar to CORIOLUS VERSICOLOR, but the tubes are in distinct strata and there are 
encrusted cystidia in the hymenium. The pileus is very commonly overgrown by moss. 


POLYPORUS BRUMALIS Pers ex Fr. Chilmark, loc. cit., 1/12/70. A centrally stipitate 
polypore fruiting in winter or spring on fallen branches. ‘The pores are of variable size, 
and the stipe lacks a black base. 

POLYPORUS WYNNEI Berk. & Br. Above site, 5/10/70. A rather amorphous encrust- 
ing polypore which grows over fallen branches and debris. It is recognized by the orange 
pileus and small spherical or ovoid spores, 2°5-3°5 uw. 


AMYLOPORIA LENIS: (Karst.) Bond & Sing. Tisbury Row, 20/12/70. A white, 
resupinate polypore, with dimitic hyphal structure and very minute allantoid spores 3-4°5 
by 0-5-2 wu. Normally there are encrusted cystidioles in the hymenium. 


AMYLOPORIA XANTHA forma PACHYMERES J. Erikss. On sections of very large 
trunk (Cedar), Dinton, near Wick Ball Camp, 20/12/70. Restricted to conifers, this form 
of a common yellow Porza is distinguished by nodulose outgrowths from the surface of the 
fruit-body. 

CERIPORIOPSIS GILVESCENS (Bres.) Dom. Chilmark, near The Black Dog, on a 
stump, 6/12/70. A pinkish resupinate polypore with cylindric-ellipsoid spores 4-5-6 by 
2-2-8 y. and clamp connexions on the hyphae. 

PODOPORIA CONFLUENS Karst. Wardour, near the New Castle, on a very rotten 
trunk, 7/12/70. Easily recognized by its waxy-hyaline, resupinate fruit-bodies, which stain 
red on bruising. It occurs on wood, but may also form extensive sheets covering soil. 
The spores are globose. 


BJERKANDERA FUMOSA (Pers. ex Fr.) Karst. On old stump, Sutton Mandeville, 
3/1/70. Resembles B. ADUSTA, from which it may be separated by much thicker fruit- 
body, paler pores, and a sweet smell of anise. 


HYDNUM RUFESCENS Fr. Ladydown, 14/10/70. Distinguished from H. REPANDUM 
by its reddish colour, and perhaps also by smaller size. 


STEREUM SULPHURATUM Berk. & Rav. Tisbury Row, 20/12/70. Similar to S. 
HIRSUTUM but distinguished by its silvery tomentum, pale clay-coloured hymenium, 
smaller size and occurrence on small twigs. 


HYPHODONTIA SUBALUTACEA (Karst.) J. Erikes. Ladydown, 13/12/70. Recog- 
nized by its narrow, allantoid spores, 6-8 by 1-2-2 » and numerous narrow protruding 
cystidia which have slightly thickened walls in their basal portion. 


CALYPTELLA (CYPHELLA) CAPULA (Holmsk. ex Pers.) Quel. Grovely Wood, 15/10/70. 
Very common on dead stems of nettle and thistle. The fructifications form small 
pendulous whitish or pale grey helmet-shaped structures, which under the microscope 
can be seen to be covered with coralloid hairs. 


CLAVICORONA TAXOPHILA (Thom.) Doty. Under Yew, Swallowcliffe Churchyard, 
30/11/70. ‘This is a very rare species first recorded from the British Isles by Dennis in 
Kew Bulletin 7.40, 1952, on the basis of a specimen collected at Dunmarry, Co. Antrim. 
An account of this specimen also occurred in the Jrish Naturalist, 10, 230-1, 1952, under the 
authorship of Dr. J. Colhoun. Apart from this, the only other British gathering is one by 
Dr. Reid from Bedgebury, Kent, in 1960. The fruit-bodies, 8-30 mm. high, are simple 
whitish clubs with a concave apex. Microscopically they are easily recognized by the 
presence of gloeocystidia and small elliptic or subglobose spores, 3-4 by 2-3 wu. 


TYPHULA GYRANS Fr. Uadydown, 8/11/70. A small white club-shaped fungus 
arising from a sclerotium. ‘The spores measure 7—10 by 3-4 uv. 


EXIDIA REPANDA Fr. On Salix caprea, Ladydown, 30/11/70. A rare northern species. 
Only British material at Kew is from Scotland, comprising three collections. The fruit- 
bodies form small flattened brownish discs about 0-5-1 cm. diam. 


PEZIZALES 
MITROPHORA SEMILIBERA (DC. ex Fr.) Lev. Ladydown, 16/5/70. Distinguished 
from the other morels by the free margin to the ascophore. Not uncommon in wet woods in 
spring. 
LEPTOPODIA PEZIZOIDES (Afz. ex Fr.) Boud. Ladydown, 1/10/70. Distinguished 
from L. EPHIPPIUM by the dark brown to black disc. 
CYATHIPODIA CORIUM (Web.) Boud. Fonthill, near the lake, 17/5/70. Easily 
recognized by the black cup-shaped ascophore with short slender stalk, usually on sandy 
soils. 
PEZIZA ARVERNENSIS Boud. On old wood fire, Wardour 13-acre Wood, 12/10/69. 
A rather large brown cup fungus distinguished by its finely punctate ascophores, not 
coarsely warted like those of P. ECHINOSPORA. 
PEZIZA BADIA Pers. ex Merat. Horwood, 6/9/70. One of the commonest cup fungi of 
rather acid soils, with very dark disc and a reticulate ornament to the ascospore. 
PEZIZA PRAETERVISA Bres. Growing near P. ARVERNENSIS above, Wardour 
13-acre Wood, 12/10/69. A pretty mauve-coloured cup fungus common on burnt ground. 
CHEILYMENIA VITELLINA (Pers. ex Fr.) Dennis. Under spruce and larch, near Old 
Wardour Castle, 1/8/70. A bright yellow-disked cup fungus with dark brown marginal 
hairs; cup rather large for the genus. 


HELOTIALES 


MICROGLOSSUM OLIVACEUM (Pers. ex Fr.) Gillet. Grovely Wood, 15/10/70. 
Differs mainly in colour from the commoner M. VIRIDE. 

SPATHULARIA FLAVIDA Pers. ex Fr. Under larch, Swallowcliffe, 4/10/70. Easily 
recognized by the tall flattened yellow head; characteristic of coniferous woods in autumn. 
HELOTIUM CALYCULUS (Sow. ex Fr.) Fr. Chilmark, near M.O.D. Base, 3/11/70. 
A small yellow cup fungus common on dead wood of all kinds, perhaps especially abundant 
on Salix, which was the type host of the synonym H. CONSCRIPTUM (Karst.) Karst. 
HELOTIUM REPANDUM Phillips. Ansty, 29/5/69. Common on dead herbaceous 
stems and debris, especially in wet places. Distinguished from H. SCUTULA by the small 
ascospores. 

PHIALEA CYATHOIDEA (Bull. ex Merat) Gillet. Tisbury Row, 15/12/70. Abundant 
on dead herbaceous stems everywhere. Recognized by the tiny goblet-shaped smooth 
whitish cups on short slender stalks. 

ENCOELIA FURFURACEA (Roth. ex Pers.) Karst. Ansty, 12/3/69, also Tisbury Row. 
One of the larger fruited Helotiales, confined to branches of Alnus and Corylus and recognized 
by the scurfy brown exterior of the cups. 

POLYDESMIA PRUINOSA (Berk. & Br.) Boud. Growing on DIATRYPE STIGMA, 
Ansty, 12/3/69. A minute white cup fungus with pruinose flat disc common on old 
stromata of Pyrenomycetes. 

DASYSCYPHUS PUDIBUNDUS (Quel.) Sacc. Wardour, spinney near shop, 22/6/69. 
Distinguished from D. VIRGINEUS and its allies by the reddening disc. 
MOLLISIA DISCOLOR var. LONGISPORA Le Gal. Same site as above. Rather com- 
mon, especially on dead oak twigs and recognized by the small sessile clustered cups, dark 
brown with yellowish discs. 
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MOLLISIA PASTINACAE Nannf. Ansty, 29/5/69. A tiny black cup fungus common on 
dead stems. 

SPHERIALES 
HYPOMYCES ROSELLUS (A. & S. ex Fr.) Tul. conidial state DACTYLIUM DEN- 
DROIDES Fr. On Coriolus versicolor, Tisbury Row, 15/12/70. Habitually grows on old 
Polypores and Stereum, which it stains deep red. The conidial state is an inconspicuous 
white mould. 

MYXOMYCETES 
PHYSARUM NUTAWNS Pers. Chilmark, M.O.D. Base, 3/11/70. 


TRICHIA DECIPIENS (Pers.) Macbride. Same site, 22/1/70. 


FUNGI IMPERFECTI 
STILBUM (TILACHLIDIUM) TOMENTOSUM Schrad. ex Fr. Parasitising TRICHIA 
VARIA, Chilmark M.O.D. Base, 3/11/70. A minute white mould which forms club- 
shaped fructifications on myxomycetes. 
TRICHODERME VIRIDE Pers. ex Fr. Tisbury Row, 30/11/70. A common blue-green 
mould, ubiquitous in soils and on decaying plant remains. 
BOTRYTIS CINEREA Pers. Swallowcliffe Churchyard, 11/5/69. The common grey 
mould which attacks fleshy plant organs, dead leaves and flowers in cool, damp weather. 
The ascus state, SCLEROTINIA FUCKELIANA (DeBary) Fuckel, is very seldom devel- 
oped. 
SCLEROTIUM SCUTELLATUM Alb. & Schw. Tisbury Row, 30/11/70. Small 
flattened dark brown to black bodies, commonly developed on dead leaves in woods. 


UREDINALES 


PHRAGMIDIUM VIOLACEUM (caeomoid oecidia) (C. F. Schultz) Wint. Swallow- 
cliffe Churchyard, 11/5/69. Common on blackberry throughout the country. 


AN ANALYSIS OF WILDFOWL COUNTS IN WILTSHIRE 
MADE BETWEEN THE WINTERS 1949/50 TO 1969/70 


by JULIAN GC. ROLLS and STEPHANIE J. TYLER 


INTRODUCTION 


This paper contains an outline analysis and discussion of duck counts made in Wilt- 
shire during twenty-one years; where possible comparisons of the county trends are made 
with national trends. The paper is based only on counts made for the National Wildfowl 
Counts which began in 1947. 

Although counts have been made on some waters in Wiltshire since the winter of 
1949/50, coverage was poor until 1954/55 and so the seasons 1954/55 up to and including 
1969/70 have been more fully analysed. Wildfowl are now counted monthly (on the same 
day) in the seven months September to March on over thirty waters in the county. How- 
ever, counts from mainly only the ten most important and/or most regularly covered 
waters have been included in this report. These ten waters contain approximately 50 to 
70% of all the duck counted in the county. 

All commonly occurring species of wildfowl are counted on these waters but only 
four species, Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), ‘Teal (Anas crecca), ‘Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 
and Pochard (Aythya ferina), occur in large enough numbers for an analysis to be at all 
worthwhile. 

The ten waters are Bowood Lake, Corsham Lake, Braydon Pond, Coate Water, 
The Broadwater at Chilton Foliat, Ramsbury Manor Lake, Longford Castle Lake, Wilton 
Water, Shearwater and Longleat. These are well distributed around the county. They vary 
greatly in size from a mere widening of a river to sixty acres, with the majority between 
about ten and thirty acres; all are of course relatively small waters compared with the 
nearby large Mendip reservoirs. 

Their suitability for numbers and species of duck also varies greatly depending upon 
such factors as the degree of disturbance, the degree to which food is supplied during the 
winter months, the nature of the immediate surroundings, e.g. wooded, water meadows, 
arable fields etc., and the underlying geology. ‘Those lakes on acid substrata are relatively 
poor in aquatic life compared with those on base-rich strata, and hence attract fewer duck. 
However, large scale artificial breeding of Mallard and the provision of grain in the winter 
means that lakes such as Bowood show unexpectedly high numbers of Mallard. Only 
a few waters in Wiltshire support more than a handful of diving duck, Chilton Foliat, 
Longleat, Longford and Shearwater being the most important lakes for Tufted Duck and 
Pochard. Ramsbury Manor Lake generally contains the largest number of Mallard, 
whereas Coate and Longford contain the largest number of ‘Teal. 

Shooting on the day prior to a duck count day or some other disturbance before the 
count, can have drastic effects on the numbers of duck present. If most movement is very 
local, this should not greatly affect the totals for the county because duck disturbed from 
one water would probably be counted on a nearby water — e.g., movement between 
Shearwater and Longleat. However, movement of duck from western waters to the Mendip 
reservoirs, from northern waters to the complex of gravel pits on the Gloucestershire 
border, and from eastern waters to lakes in Berkshire must surely occur. If movement is of 
a wider nature such as this, analysis of counts in as small an area as Wiltshire is probably 
of limited value; any trends due to climatic, seasonal or population factors could easily be 
overshadowed by ‘migration’ of duck to neighbouring counties. 
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Wet weather can have great effects on the duck counts as Mallard in particular will 
spend much time on flood water in fields and will consequently be absent from the waters 
surveyed. 

Most observers failed to make counts in every one of seven months during each of the 
seasons; this incomplete coverage of waters further hindred analysis. 


MALLARD 


This is by far the commonest species of duck present in the winter in Wiltshire, with a 
maximum of about 3,500 on all counted waters at any one time. It must be borne in mind 
that large numbers of this species are reared artificially. Hand-reared birds are less likely 
to move far from their point of release than wild-bred ones and this favours a build-up of 
local populations (Boyd and Harrison 1962). 


DIFFERENCES IN NUMBERS OF MALLARD COUNTED DURING THE WINTER MONTHS 


When the monthly totals are added together for the sixteen seasons of analysis, 1954/55 
to 1969/70, numbers are highest in October. The next best month appears to be September, 
followed closely by November and then December (Table I). When each month is allo- 
cated a score of one to seven according to whether it showed the lowest or highest count 
for any one season (Table II), October is still shown to be the best month for Mallard. 
However, higher counts were made more frequently in November and December than in 
September despite the overall September totals being higher than in these two months. 


TABLE I. Monthly and seasonal differences in the numbers of Mallard counted on the ten 
main waters in Wiltshire during the sixteen seasons 1954/55 to 1969/70. Some of the monthly 
totals are estimates because one or two waters were not counted for those months. Brackets 
indicate rougher estimates for months when three or more waters were not counted. ‘The 
national seasonal indices and the Wiltshire seasonal indices, based on 1959/60 as the 
‘master season’ are also shown. 


Seasonal 
Season Month Totals Index 
S) O N D J F M Wilts UR. 
1954/55 1,050 1,040 VT 820 830 620 220 5,350 74 78 
55/56 670 1,030 740 680 580 700 470 4,870 68 81 
56/57 480 750 620 710 1,120 280 180 4,140 58 76 
57/58 340 300 450 830 500 610 150 3,280 46 84 
58/59 380 540 850 620 580 410 170 3,550 49 76 
59/60 1,150 1,520 1,020 1,420 1,320 590 170 7,190 100 100 
60/61 1,580 1,440 1,530 630 710 450 200 6,540 gI 84 
61/62 1,700 1,920 560 650 1,400 540 350 7,120 99 103 
62/63 1,510 1,060 1,880 — 1,530 (470) (430) 150 (7,030) 98 83 
63/64 790 1,180 1,120 1,320 650 550 540 6,150 85 94 
64/65 1,420 1,060 1,950 1,570 1,100 700 340 §©6=©8,140 S118 94 
65/66 (800) 1,060 1,410 980 860 570 160 5,840 81 106 
66/67 1,630 600 840 780 570 500 230 5,150 op 113 


67/68 1,980 2,000 1,830 820 410 190 300 7,830 109 103 
68/69 1,060 1,040 890 1,240 450 580 210 5,470 76 104 
69/70 1,360 2,060 1,350 1,290 1,380 690 230 «6: 8, 360~—Ssia116 102 

Totals (to 

nearest 

100) 17,900 18,600 17,800 15,900 12,900 8,700 4,200 96,000 

Per cent 18-6 1974 15°5 16-6 13°4 g'l 4°4 100 


II 


TABLE IT. mMaALLarp: Monthly differences in counts as shown by the frequency with which 
each month of the season (16 seasons) showed the lowest, highest or intermediate counts 
(1=lowest count of a season and 7=highest count) 


Score Month 
S O N D J FE M 
I fo) (o) fe) fo) fo) oO 16 
2 I I fe) fe) 3 II oO 
3 4 I 3 2 3 3 ce) 
4 2 3 4 4 3 e) ce) 
5 3 2 2 3 5 I fe) 
6 3 4 3 4 I I fe) 
7 3 5 4 3 I .e) oO 
Totals 76 86 81 82 65 42 16 
Per cent 16:9 19°2 18-1 18:3 14°5 9°4 3°6 


Numbers are shown to fall in January as one might expect after shooting has taken its 
toll of duck, and there is a further drop in numbers in February to about half the peak 
level. ‘The dramatic drop in March to less than half the February numbers, is no doubt 


mainly due to birds pairing up and leaving to breed. In every season, lowest counts were 
made in March. 


ANNUAL DIFFERENCES IN THE NUMBER OF MALLARD WINTERING IN WILTSHIRE 


Annual differences in the numbers of Mallard counted in Wiltshire are probably 
regulated by the following factors: 


(i) Severity of the weather during the winter; 
(ii) Success in the breeding season before any winter; 
(ii1) Annual variations in the numbers of artificially reared birds; 
(iv) Variations in the attractiveness to duck of waters outside the county. 


When the weather is severe small lakes would freeze over and so one would expect 
duck to move to rivers or to larger waters where there may be open water. In the bad 
winter of 1962/63 there was a big drop in Mallard numbers between December and 
January (see Table I) and this is probably accounted for by the duck moving from the 
smal] Wiltshire waters to neighbouring counties, or to rivers locally where they would not 
be counted for the National Wildfowl Counts scheme. 

Breeding success will have obvious effects on the numbers of duck present in Septem- 
ber. 1961 was a good breeding season with dry, sunny weather in April and May (Boyd 
and Harrison 1962) as also was 1967 (Atkinson and Beale 1968). In September of both these 
years counts were expectedly high in Wiltshire. In Somerset breeding success was unusually 
high in 1963 (Boyd and King 1964) but the number of Mallard in Wiltshire in September 
1963 was low compared with the previous four years and the following year. October counts 
however, were well up to average. The low September count may well have been due to 
shooting disturbing the duck as, on three waters with usually high numbers, the numbers 
were abnormally low. At one of these waters several hundreds of artificially reared birds 
are normally present in September and only disturbance could explain a count of fourteen 
instead of a probable two to seven hundred. Over the United Kingdom as a whole there 
was no severe decline in numbers in 1963/64 due to the previous severe winter (Atkinson- 
Willes and Frith 1965). 

The overall picture in Wiltshire from counts made during the sixteen seasons 1954/55 
to 1969/70 shows a low population between 1954/55 and 1958/59 and then a dramatic 
increase in 1959/60 to over twice the level of the previous season. Thereafter, the population 
was very variable from season to season but a gradual increase is probably suggested by the 
totals (Fig. 1 and Table I). 
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FIG. 1. Annual differences in the counts of four species of duck as shown by the seasonal indices for Wiltshire 
and the United Kingdom. Continuous lines represent Wiltshire seasonal indices and dotted lines represent 
U.K. seasonal indices. The season 1959/60 is taken as the ‘master year’. 
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When the Mallard totals for the United Kingdom are considered, the general trend 
is similar to that in Wiltshire (Fig. 1). Numbers were low up to 1958/59 although not as 
comparatively low as in Wiltshire. here was then a marked increase in the totals in the 
1959/60 season as in Wiltshire and similarly since then there has been a gradual increase. 
The annual variations have not been as marked in the U.K. as in Wiltshire and the increase 
is much more defined in the U.K. This steady increase was noted by Eltringham and 
Atkinson-Willes (1961), who-calculated that the annual increase between autumn 1948 
and spring 1960 was at a rate of about 24%. The increase was again noted up to 1964 by 
Atkinson-Willes and Firth (1965) and is shown by more recent reports by Atkinson- 
Willes and Beale. 

Within the U.K. there are great regional variations, e.g. in 1968/69 counts showed that 
Mallard were less plentiful than usual in the North and East but more plentiful in the West 
(Atkinson-Willes and Beale 1970). Differences are therefore to be expected between 
Wiltshire trends and the overall U.K. trend. Thus although the 1966/67 season was the 
best season ever for Mallard in the U.K. with the highest ever counts in November and 
March (Atkinson-Willes and Beale 1968), in Wiltshire numbers were lower than in the 
previous seven years and the following three years. 

In 1964/65 the U.K. winter population was well up to average and the species was 
close to the record populations of 1959/60 and 1961/62. In Wiltshire, there were also very 
high counts and the populations even exceeded that of any previous year. In 1967/68, 
after a successful breeding season, the U.K. September numbers were high, as they were in 
Wiltshire; however, numbers in the U.K. were lower later in the season than in previous 
years (Atkinson-Willes and Beale 1969) whereas Wiltshire numbers in October and 
December were still very high. 


TEAL 


Only an occasional pair of Teal breeds in the county (Pierson 1959, Webber 1967) 
and so almost all the birds seen in the winter are migrants. The maximum winter numbers 
on the covered waters are usually in the region of one to three hundred, but in at least 
one winter since 1949/50 nearly five hundred birds were counted. ‘The migrants come here 
from Iceland, the low countries, Scandinavia and the Russian Baltic republics. Over the 
country as a whole the largest numbers occur in January (Atkinson-Willes 1963). 

The only waters in Wiltshire that contain Teal regularly and in any numbers are 
Coate Water and Longford Castle Lake; therefore disturbance prior to a count day, or 
failure to make a count in any month on these two waters will seriously affect this analysis. 
Wilton Water also usually holds small numbers. It must be remembered that other waters 
not covered for the National Survey also hold small numbers. Teal, as Mallard, feed 
largely at night, when they disperse into the area surrounding their daytime resting areas. 
The shallows and marshy banks at the edges of the above-mentioned waters provide 
suitable feeding areas, as also do nearby water-meadows. 


MONTHLY DIFFERENCES IN TEAL COUNTS 


December, January and February are the best months for Teal, with December and 
February most frequently showing the highest counts of the twenty-one seasons analysed 
(Table IV). The overall highest total for any month however, was for February with the 
January total only slightly lower. ‘The January figure might perhaps have been higher if a 
count had been made on the main Teal waters in January 1951. Difficulties in analysis, 
due to some waters being uncounted or showing a zero count because of disturbance 
prior to the count, have already been mentioned. ; 

The September numbers in sixteen (76:2 %) of the twenty-one seasons 1949/50 to 
1969/70 were less than ten birds, and only in four seasons (1951/52, 1955/56, 1959/60 and 
1962/63) were counts made of more than twenty birds. 
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The build-up in numbers during the autumn occurred much sooner in some seasons 
than in others; thus in October 1949, 1951, 1952, 1955 and 1959 and more especially in 
October 1961 relatively large numbers were counted (Table III). March numbers were 
almost invariably higher than the September numbers and similar to the October numbers ; 
the highest March counts were made in 1958 and 1962. 

The highest overall total for any one month was in December 1962 with December to 
February of the season 1959/60, February 1961 and January 1962 also showing unusually 
high counts for Wiltshire (Table ITT). 


TABLE III. Monthly and seasonal differences in the numbers of Teal counted on the ten 
main waters in Wiltshire between 1949/50 and 1969/70. National and Wiltshire seasonal 
indices are also shown. 


Seasonal 
Season Month Totals Index 
S O N D J F M Wilts U.K. 
1949/50 — 51 18 59 122 58 20 328 26 41 
50/51 ~~ 3 76 25 — 101 20 225 18 61 
51/52 22 52 75 39 159 115 21 483 39 43 
52/53 2 27 22 14 3 2 3 108 9 47 
53/54 3 I 17 10 12 223 — 266 QI 54 
54/55 I I 22 21 233 207 22 507 41 65 
55/50 23 29 25 43 173 117 64. 474 38 76 
56/57 2 3 39 216 185 202 2 649 52 55 
57/58 10 19 103 157 148 163 79 679 55 67 
58/59 a: 8 54 113 241 75 28 519 42 46 
59/60 27 108 194 325 260 300 30 1,244 100 100 
60/61 5 6 177 32 39 250 32 541 43 58 
61/62 I 350 125 157 348 116 62 1,159 93 97 
62/63 37-100 138 417 17 6 19 734 58 71 
63/64 6 8 7 9 8 10 5 53 4 52 
64/65 14 7 78 95 pis 95 9 369 29 57 
65/66 — QI 96 106 49 14 — 286 23 47 
66/67 — = QI 33 12 6 2 74 6 46 
67/68 = 3 26 39 13 9 3 93 7 52 
68/69 3 2 39 18 19 12 17 110 9 52 
69/70 = 6 6 20 3 34 20 89 7 59 
Totals 156 805 1,358 1,948 2,120 2,145 458 8,990 
Per cent 1-7 8-9 I5‘I 21-7 13°6 23°9 rl 100 


ANNUAL DIFFERENCES IN TEAL NUMBERS 


Some increase in the numbers of wintering birds is perhaps indicated during the 1950s 
by the annual totals, with a particularly dramatic increase during 1959/60. Numbers 
dropped in the next season but were high again in 1961/62. The 1962/63 numbers dropped 
again but were still relatively high compared with those of the seasons prior to 1959/60. 
Since 1962/63 numbers appear to have decreased (Fig. 1) but this may largely be due to 
low counts at Coate Water because of a higher water level there and increased disturbance. 

The U.K. annual totals show a rather similar pattern to the Wiltshire totals. Although 
Eltringham and Atkinson-Willes (1961) reported no significant increase during the 1950s, 
there was a big influx into the country in 1959/60 and in 1961/62, as is well shown in 
Wiltshire (Fig. 1). In 1962/63 numbers dropped but were still high in the U.K. A further 
drop occurred in 1963/64 but not below the average level for the early 1950s, showing that 
the Teal like the Mallard, Wigeon, Pochard and ‘Tufted Duck, suffered no severe decline 
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TABLE IV. TEAL: Monthly differences in counts as shown by the frequency with which 
each month of the season (21 seasons) showed the lowest, highest or intermediate counts. 
(1 =lowest count of a season and 7=highest count.) 


Score Month 


S O N D J EF M 

I 15 4 o co) I I 5 

2 3 5 2 fo) 2 co) 5 

3 2 5 2 3 I 3 6 

4 I 4 6 3 Oe 2 3 

5 fe) I 3 4 8 2 2 

6 fe) I 7 5 2 6 oO 

7. (e) I I 6 5 7 oO 
Total 31 63 98 113 103 113 55 
Per cent 574 19:6 9°5 


10°9 17-0 19°6 17°9 


due to the previous bad winter (Atkinson-Willes and Frith 1965). Since 1963/64 the U.K. 
seasonal indices show that the winter population has remained steady, even increasing 
slightly in latter years with 1969/70 the best season since 1962/63. This is not the case in 
Wiltshire. It should be borne in mind however, that with Teal in Wiltshire we are dealing 
with very small total numbers; therefore annual differences will appear from the seasonal 
indices much more pronounced than the annual differences shown from the U.K. seasonal 
indices, which are calculated from totals of many thousands of birds. 


POCHARD AND TUFTED DUCK 


Both these species are uncommon breeding birds in Wiltshire. The Pochard has only 
been recorded breeding twice at Clarendon; the ‘Tufted duck which first bred in 1926 and 
until 1948 was confined to the Berkshire border, somewhat increased in numbers as a 
breeding species and bred in the South and West of the county (Pierson 1959). During the 
end of the 1960s the species appears to have decreased (W.A.M., vols. 54-65). 

Most of these diving duck seen in the winter are therefore, as the Teal, immigrants. 
The Pochard come to us from Germany, Poland and the U.S.S.R. and the Tufted ducks 
come from Iceland, Finland and N.W. Russia (Atkinson-Willes 1963). As one would 
expect, a build up in winter numbers does not occur early in the autumn as it does in the 
Mallard. 

Highest numbers of these diving ducks occur in January. Very small numbers are 
present in September and October and a gradual build-up takes place during November 
and December to the peak numbers of January; this is followed by a dropping off in 
numbers as the birds leave the country. March numbers however, are still much higher 
than early autumn numbers and in some cases higher than the November numbers. 

Pochard counts on the ten waters have only exceeded a total of one hundred birds in 
six seasons of the nineteen analysed for this species (Table V). 

(In the county as a whole the maximum numbers probably normally do not exceed 
eight or nine hundred birds, and are usually less than five hundred. ‘This is based on a 
consideration of all counted waters and all other waters suitable for diving duck, such as 
those gravel pits in the North of the county within the Wiltshire border.) 

The months when high counts were made were all between November and February 
(Table V) with exceptionally high counts in January 1962 (350+ birds) and February 1961. 
(c. 250). It is of interest that although 1961/62 appears to have been a good season from the 
totals, this was due only to the high January count; other months in that season did not 
show high counts. 
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TABLE V. Monthly and seasonal differences in the number of Pochard counted on the ten 
main waters in Wiltshire between 1951/52 and 1969/70. National and Wiltshire Seasonal 
indices are also shown. 


Seasonal 
Season Month Totals Index 
Ss O N D A) F M Wilts U.K. 

1951/52 I 44 69 61 45 21 15 256 149 64 
52/53 I 5 8 48 80 89 37 268 156 108 
53/54 te) 8 2 13 60 II 88 182 106 65 
54/55 ) 4 24 5 6 56 12 107 62 100 
55/56 ) fe) 4 I 28 22 68 123 71 93 
56/57 fe) 6 32 113 153 8 10 312 162 94 
57/58 10 12 4 12 46 36 31 I5I 88 go 
58/59 o 8 29 18 60 46 10 I7I 99 97 
59/60 8 QI 18 7 67 43 8 172 100 100 
60/61 ) Il Il 3 60 248 7 340 197 123 
61/62 3 64 42 30 354 30 18 541 314 ~~ 130 
62/63 12 4 102 I4I 4! 114 6 420 244 140 
63/64 oO 30 89 20 122 44 6 311 181 123 
64/65 fe) fe) 47 73 50 85 64 319-185 131 
65/66 oO 8 29 84 30 4 I 156 gl 194. 
66/67 (a) 6 25 78 70 67 6 252 146 195 
67/68 I 5 36 32 82 97 37 290 168 196 (171) 
68/69 3 25 109 63 70 40 35 351 204 162 
69/70 Il 19 7 28 36 41 74 226 131 

Total 50 280 697 830 1,460 1,108 523 4,948 


Per cent axe) 5:7 1471 16:8 29°5 22-4 10°5 100 


Tufted duck counts of more than two hundred birds on the ten waters are only 
recorded in six of the nineteen seasons. (Maximum numbers in the county probably rarely 
exceed one thousand birds.) These high counts were all made between December and 
February (Table VI) with exceptionally high counts in February 1963 (c. 400 birds) and 
January 1970 (300+). The high count in February 1963 is perhaps unexpected, remember- 
ing the severe winter, but the high total is due almost entirely to two high counts at 
Chilton Foliat and at Longford. Both these waters were probably relatively free of ice due 
to rapid flow through them. 


ANNUAL DIFFERENCES IN NUMBERS OF POCHARD AND TUFTED DUCK 


Pochard (Yable V and Fig. 1). Numbers varied considerably from season to season with 
particularly good winters for them in Wiltshire in 1956/57, 1960/61 to 1964/65 and 1968/69. 
No significant increase is evident during the period surveyed despite these good seasons. 
The picture shown in the U.K. during the 1950s is of a steady level up to 1g60, since when 
there has been a gradual increase with a particularly high level since 1965/66 (see Eltring- 
ham and Atkinson-Willes 1961, Atkinson-Willes and Frith 1965, Atkinson-Willes and Beale 
1968 and 1969, and Atkinson-Willes and Yarker 1970). From Fig. 1 the good Pochard 
seasons in Wiltshire appear as significant increases compared with the U.K. picture but it 
must be remembered that seasonal indices calculated from small total numbers will be 
subject to considerable fluctuations compared with those calculated from large totals. 

Tufted duck (Table VI and Fig. 1). Again bearing in mind that the Wiltshire numbers 
are relatively low, the picture shown from the seasonal indices is of a definite increase with 
the highest levels ever in 1968/69 and 1969/70. Drops in numbers are evident in 1960/61 
and in 1966/67 but otherwise the increase has been steady. 


17 


‘TABLE VI. Monthly and seasonal differences in the number of ‘Tufted Duck counted on 
the ten main waters in Wiltshire between 1951/52 and 1969/70. National and Wiltshire 
Seasonal indices are also shown. 


Seasonal 
Season Month Totals Index 
s O N D J F M Wilts U.K. 

1951/52 o Tl 3 43 14 25 19 115 19 64 
52/53 9 6 20 56 58 125 255 329 57 72 
53/54 8 2 2 59 94 0 56 221 38 65 
54/55 6 20 34 33 33 15 60 201 35 80 
55/56 13 10 32 55 108 2 51 294 51 87 
56/57 Il 45 41 80 122 114 108 521 go gl 
57/58 fo) 47 98 4i 147 112 100 545 94 104 
58/59 50 60 144 25 185 68 72 604 104 88 
59/60 37 27 55 46 129 Qi 76 581 100 100 
60/61 I 49 95 32 78 67 59 381 66 101 
61/62 34 18 42 167 153 167 145 726 125 98 
62/63 57 23 Te 131 138 383 114 923 158 IOI 
63/64 II 12 46 190 287 134 70 750 129 103 
64/65 47 64. 85 139 127 110 100 672 116 83 
65/66 26 73 156 129 187 163 104 838 144 120 
66/67 88 59 66 93 114 120 40 580 99 97 
67/68 45 59 73 54 216 220 146 813141 95 
68/69 13 53 175 247 203 192 87 1,060 182 102 
69/70 27 45 95 220 329 264 113 1,093 188 

Total 483 683 1,339 1,840 2,812 2,515 1,575 11,247 


Per cent 4°3 6-1 II-g 16°3 25°0 22°4 14:0 100 


In the U.K. Eltringham and Atkinson-Willes (1961) recorded an annual increase of 
c. 84% between autumn 1948 and spring 1960, i.e. the winter population of Tufted ducks 
doubled within that period. ‘This is indicated from the Wiltshire counts. Since about 1956/57 
however, the U.K. winter population has fluctuated around the same level (Atkinson- 
Willes and Yarker 1970) although in the mid 1g6o0s a slight increase is perhaps indicated 
with a particularly high level in 1965/66. 

In 1968/69 ‘Tufted duck were plentiful in the South and West (Atkinson-Willes and 
Beale 1969) as indeed they were in Wiltshire in that season. The U.K. seasonal index was 
not, however, as high as the 1965/66 index. 


TABLE VII. pocuarp: Monthly differences in counts as shown by the frequency with 
which each month of the season (19 seasons) showed the lowest, highest and intermediate 
counts. (1=lowest count and 7=highest count.) 


Score Month 
S O N 10) ai) F M 
I 16 3 I I oO oO I 
2 2 6 2 I oO te) | 
3 I 4 2 6 o 3 3 
4 0 4 5 2 3 3 u 
5 0 I 5 3 2 3 4 
6 oO I 2 3 8 5 3 
7 ) 0 2 3 6 5 3 
Total 23 54 82 83 l1Q IOI 69 
Per cent 4°4 10°3 15°7 15°8 21°3 19°3 13°2 
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TABLE VIII. turrep puck: Monthly differences in counts as shown by the frequency 
with which each month of the season (19 seasons) showed the lowest, highest and inter- 
mediate counts. (1=lowest count and 7=highest count.) 


Score Month 
Ss O N D A) F M 
I II 5 to) I co) I I 
Q 6 7 3 3 fe) I oO 
3 fo) 7 7 I ) I Q 
4. 2 o 5 3 2 I 7 
5 fe) O I 4 I 4 8 
6 e) e) 2 5 7 6 fo) 
7 fo) Oo I 2 9 5 I 
Total 31 40 71 86 118 101 82 
Per cent 5:9 7-6 13°4 16-2 22°3 Ig'l 15°5 
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THE WEATHER OF 1970 
by T. E. ROGERS 


Month Temperature Rainfall Sunshine 


J O O — 

F — O + 

M —_— — (@) 

A — @ O 

M ++ — O 

J oi aim = aE 

A O O O 

A O O O 

Ss + — O 

O O ——— O 

N ale Slat oe O 

D @ —— + 
Totals for 1970 47:9Q°F 28-66 ins. 1,516 hrs. 
Yearly average figures 

(Marlborough) : 4'7:8°F 39°72 ims. 1,425 hrs. 
N.B. In all three columns: O signifies ‘average’; — means ‘distinctly below average’; 
—— means ‘very much below average’. The + and ++ signs have comparable positive 
meanings. 


According to the London Weather Centre much of Britain had an average year for 
weather in 1970. Certainly this was so for Marlborough. ‘True, the rainfall, for the second 
year in succession, was less than usual, but, thanks to a very wet November, the precipita- 
tion for 1970 exceeded that for 1969 and was only 12 % below average. 

The first two months were exceptional only for the fact that February, for the third 
successive year, was cooler than January, though this state of affairs was made tolerable by 
the above average sunshine of February. Most people will remember 1970 chiefly for its 
very late and brief Spring. March was, in fact, the third coolest of this century and April 
the coolest since 1958, the ground being snow-covered during the period March 4th—gth 
and again on April ist, when gale-force northerly winds brought snow to most of the 
country. 

However, with the advent of May the temperature, which had only once reached 
60°F in April, soared and suddenly Spring had flashed by and Summer was at hand. Both 
May and June were much warmer and drier than usual, and fewer days of cricket were lost 
than for many years. While the rest of Summer was rather less settled over the whole 
country, Wiltshire fared better than most. ‘The night of July 22nd was notably cool, with 
ground frost in sheltered valleys (Kew Observatory recorded a grass minimum of 28°F, its 
lowest July reading ever), and locally severe thunderstorms affected central Southern 
England on July 8th, but, apart from these events, the July-August weather in Wiltshire 
was in no way exceptional. 

There followed a very pleasant Autumn, with September the warmest for nine years 
and October being very dry for the second year in succession. In fact, the rainfall of - 
0°54 inches for October 1970 made it the third driest October at Marlborough since 1865. 
being excelled only by 1969 (0-20 inches) and by 1947 (0°52 inches). 


20 


It did not take nature long to redress the balance! Rain fell relentlessly throughout 
November, being registered on no less than twenty-six days, to give a total of 7-29 inches 
for the month, over twice the average. For many places in the South this was the wettest 
November on record, but at Marlborough the Novembers of 1929, 1940 and 1951 were all 
wetter. 

Gales swept the country free of rain by December 6th and the rest of the year was 
much drier. Wintry showers spread from the East on Christmas Day, and more continuous 
snow arrived on Boxing Day, with further heavy falls on December 28th and goth. The 
year ended, as it had begun, with snow on the ground. 


WILTSHIRE BIRD NOTES FOR 1970 


RECORDER: G. L. Webber. RECORDS COMMITTEE: Mrs. R. G. Barnes, M.B.0O.U.; 
G. L. Boyle, m.z.0.u.; G. J. Bridgman, M.B.o.u.; Dr. E. A. R. Ennion, M.A., M.B.O.U. 


The early months of the year produced few records of unusual species or any noticeable 
weather movements. The winter survival rate of such species as Long-tailed ‘Tit and Gold- 
crest appeared high. 

The Gadwall seems to be maintaining its increase in the county and records were even 
more widespread this year. ‘There were single records of Scaup and Common Scoter, 
both unusual species on Wiltshire waters. 

It is interesting to speculate whether the Kite seen at Fyfield in March was the bird 
present there during September and October 1969. Unfortunately a Kite was found dead 
nearby later in the year. 

It was pleasing to note that the Whitethroat made a partial recovery and several 
breeding records were received. ‘The Wren now appears to-be at its highest level for many 
years. 

Due to cool wintry conditions spring migration seemed to be rather protracted. 
Unusual weather early in May, a combination of mist and drizzle, brought quite a ‘fall 
of migrants’. 

A notable event was the first recorded breeding of the Little Ringed Plover. A short 
article appears on p. 000. 

Swindon SF again provided an interesting selection of waders including the first 
accepted record of the Temmincks Stint. At about the same time an Aquatic Warbler was 
also present, this being the second county record. 

The year produced two Firecrest records. This species has become an almost regular 
visitor in the past few years. Bearded Tits were heard calling from a reed bed, the second 
record of this species. 

Towards the end of the year a Great Northern Diver spent several weeks on a GP 
at Ashton Keynes. Late summer migrants were reported from several places. 

In December a Great Grey Shrike was seen at the same site as in the previous winter, 
presumably the same bird returning to a favoured wintering area. 

At the end of these notes are two records concerning earlier years and also a 1969 
record of a Woodchat Shrike. Due to an oversight, this record was not submitted to the 
‘BB’ rarities committee in time for them to give a decision before the 1969 report was sent 
to the printers. 
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The following abbreviations are used in the text: BB, British Birds; GP, Gravel Pit; 
Sewage Farm. 


. Great Northern Diver. A bird present at Ashton Keynes from 24th Nov. until at 


least 20th Dec. At close range remnants of the neck markings and faint transverse 
rows of spots on the back could be seen. Other points noted included, large size, heavy 
angular head and fairly large bill. The bill was smaller than some birds of this species 
but much larger than the majority of Black-throated Divers (PJD, SCH, QMS, BG, 
GLW). This is the first record since 1962. 


. Great Crested Grebe. Breeding took place at Ashton Keynes, Bowood Lake, 


Braydon Pond, Corsham Lake, Erlestoke Lake, Shearwater and Westbury Ponds 
(BG, RGB, VEB, JRG, JGR, PT, MHS, GLW). 


. Slavonian Grebe. One picked up uninjured at the side of the road in Easton Royal, 


8th Jan. Seen by JGC on goth Jan. and a very full description submitted. Released on 
the canal at Wootton Rivers. This is the fourteenth record of this species. 


. Little Grebe. Bred at Bowood Lake, Calstone Lake, Corsham Lake, Erletoke Lake 


and on the Kennet and Avon Canal (BG, JGR, PT, MCNHS). A bird on the R. Frome 
dived and caught worms thrown into the water by an angler (JRG). 


Cormorant. Three in flight over Bowood Lake, 13th Sept. (JCR). 


Heron. The census for 1970 gave a total of 106 nests from 10 heronries. These figures _ 
compared with those for 1967, 71 nests from 8 heronries, indicate an increase of 


nearly 67%. 


38. 


40. 


45. 


46. 


AQ: 


50. 


52. 


o3: 


54- 


D0" 
56. 


57: 


Bittern. A bird of this species was seen at Calstone Mill, 23rd Jan. by Mrs. Evans who 
reported it to BG. From the description supplied there seems little doubt of the 
identification. On 17th Feb. what was almost certainly the same bird was seen near the 
R. Marden at Quemerford by Mr. J. Phillips. The bird was also seen by BG on the 
same date. This species is rather uncommon in the north of the county, this being the 
first record for several years. 


White Stork. A bird of this species reported at Hullavington 26th Dec. (MJA, JCR). 
It was in very poor condition and was eventually captured and taken to the aviaries at 
Rowde. From the plumage it would appear that the bird had previously been in 
captivity. 


Mallard. Maximum counts at major waters: ¢. 1,250 Bowood Lake, 13th Sept. (JCR) ; 
c..135 Coate Water, 15th Feb., c. 232 Queens Park, 15th Feb. (GLW); c. 70 Shear- 
water, 15th Nov. (VEB); ¢. 400 Fonthill, 18th Oct. (PT). 


Teal. Maximum counts: 19 Corsham Lake, 2nd Jan. (JCR); c. 30 Clarendon Lake, 
grd Jan. (DEF, AJH); 14 Coate Water, 3rd Jan., 18 Swindon SF, ist Sept. (GLW) ; 
c. 60 Wilton Water, 15th Feb. (MCNHS); 22 Erlestoke Lake, 8th Feb. (PT). 


Gadwall. This species is becoming more common in the county. Single birds were 
seen at Lacock GP, 18th Jan. and 22nd Nov. (JGR); Coate Water, 17th May (GLW) ; 
Cole Park during Aug. and Oct. (EJMB). Three birds were at Ashton Keynes, 13th 
Dec. (BG); up to 23 at Fonthill during winter months (GLB, SPMK, PT); ¢. 24 
Longleat, 13th Feb. (SPMK). 


Wigeon. Maximum numbers: c. 42 Coate Water, 17th Jan. (GLW) ; c. 30 Clarendon 
Lake, 3rd Jan. (DEF, AJH); 28 Chilton Foliat, 4th Jan. (JRL); 4 Corsham Lake, 
28th Nov. (JCR). 


Pintail. Two males at Corsham Lake, 28th Nov. (JGR). Single males, Wilton 
Water, 4th/1oth Jan. (JGC, MCNHS); Ashton Keynes, 4th Jan. (GLW). 


Shoveler. Single birds as follows: Corsham Lake, 28th Aug., Edington, 13th Dec. 
(PT); Coate Water, 14th/25th Feb., roth Mar. (SE, MCNHS); Cole Park, 30th Aug. 
(EJMB); Braydon Pond, 7th/26th Mar. (RGB, SE); Westbury, 14th Feb. (MHS) ; 
3 at Wilton Water, 25th Oct. (JGC); a pair Swindon SF, 8th/gth Sept. (IWY, GLW). 
Up to 6 at Queens Park, Swindon, rst Dec. until the end of the year (SE, GLW). 


Red-crested Pochard. A female at Great Cheverell, 16th Oct., still present early in 
Nov. (PT). 


Scaup. An adult male at Westbury, 4th Apl.; a full description supplied (MHS). 


Tufted Duck. Breeding records were received for the Ashton Keynes area and the 
R. Kennet (BG, MCNHS). Maximum counts: 8 Coate Water, 17th Jan. (GLW); 
12 Corsham Lake, 24th Dec. (MJA, JCR); 30 Ashton Keynes, 13th Sept. (BG); ¢. 40 
Wilton Water, 27th Sept. (MCNHS); c. 170 Chilton Foliat, 4th Jan. (VCL, JRL); 
c. 80 Fonthill Lake, 15th Nov. (PT); 14 Braydon Pond, 26th Mar. (RGB); c. 50 
Stourhead, 1st Feb. (MHS); ¢. 30 Ramsbury Lake, 16th Mar. (SE). 


Pochard. No definite breeding records. Maximum counts: ¢. 175 Ashton Keynes, 
18th Oct. (BG); 42 Braydon Pond, 29th Nov. (MJA, JCR); 18 Coate Water, 2nd 
Jan. (GLW); 36 Corsham Lake, 3rd Jan. (JGR); 10 Clarendon Lake, 3rd Jan. 
(DEF, AJH); 16 Edington, 28th Jan. (GLB); 87 Fonthill Lake, 13th Dec. (PT); 
¢. 35 Steeple Langford, 6th Mar. (RJJH); 61 Wilton Water, goth Dec. (JGC); c. 80 
Westbury, 11th Jan. (MHS). 
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. Goldeneye. Four were present at Coate Water, 2nd Jan. and one on 17th Jan. 


remained until 14th Mar. (GLW, SE, BM, MCNHS). 


Ruddy Duck. A male at Corsham Lake, 24th Ap!./16th May and again 2nd Jul. 
(JCR). 


54. Common Scoter. A male seen on the R. Avon near Bradford-on-Avon, 23rd Mar. 


A very detailed description submitted (EPS). 


. Goosander. A female at Ashton Keynes, 29th/31st Jan. (BG, MCNHS); 2 at Corsham 


Lake, 17th Jan. (JGR); female at Edington, 28th Jan. (GLB); 3 ‘red heads’ at Coate 
Water, 2nd/3rd Dec. (SE). 


Grey Geese. c. 80 over Trowbridge, 3rd Jan. (AS); c. 30 in flight near Roundway, 
13th Jan. and c. 50 there 2nd Feb. (JS); 14 in flight Steeple Ashton, 2nd Jan. and 
c. 30 there 8th Feb. (EGS, MHS); 53 overhead at Marlborough, 3rd Feb. (MCNHS). 


. Pink-footed Goose. A juvenile at Corsham Lake, 8th/23rd Oct. (MJA, JGR). This 


may well have been a wild bird as there were several reports of arrivals in the west at 
about this time. 


. Snow Goose. One at Wilton Water, 4th Apl. (JGC). Presumably an escape. 


. Barnacle Goose. The solitary bird reported at Wilton Water in 1969 remained there 


until early Apl. (JGG, MCNHS, JRL, JJL). 


. Canada Goose. Two breeding records were received, a total of 6 young being reared. 


Up to 50 at Wilton Water (JCG, JJL, MCNHS, SPMK, JRL); 17 in flight near 
Tidworth, 6th Jun. (SPMK); 15 in flight Roundway, 8th Jan. (BG); 56 Chilton 
Foliat, 18th Oct. (MJA, JGR). 


. Mute Swan. Flock of c. 50 Wilton Water, 18th Jan. (JJL). 
. Bewick’s Swan. Two at Braydon Pond, 15th Nov. (EJMB); an adult and 2 juveniles 


on floodwater near Stanton St. Quentin, 13th Dec. (EJMB, CR, RGB). At the same 
site, 3 adults and 2 juveniles, 21st/23rd Dec. (RGB, BG). 


Buzzard. ‘l'wo pairs and probably a third reared young and there were at least 20 
birds reported from other areas of the county. Some of these records referred to 
possible breeding birds. 


. Sparrowhawk. A large number of sight records were received from all parts of the 


county but only two definite breeding records. 


. Goshawk. One seen on several occasions in the Steeple Langford district during the 


early months of the year (FGT). 


. Kite. A single bird at Fyfield, 22nd Mar. (CM, BM) and at the same site up to the 


30th Mar. (GLB, JRG, MHS, EGS, GLB). Full descriptions supplied and from these 
it would appear that the bird was an immature. A juvenile was at Fyfield during the 
autumn of 1969 and this spring bird may have been the same one retracing its autumn 
route. Unfortunately a Kite wearing a B.T.O. ring was found dead nearby at 
Ramsbury on roth Jun. This bird had been ringed as a nestling in Wales in Jun. 1969. 


Harrier Species. One in flight near Rushall, light too poor for a positive identifica- 
tion, 18th Jun. (GLB). 


Hen Harrier. A female seen near Druid’s Lodge, 3rd Feb. (JCR). 


Montagu’s Harrier. An adult male in flight near Bishopstone, 5th May (SB). A male 
near Froxfield, 26th May (MCNHS). 
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Hobby. Some 12 sight records received but there were no definite breeding records 
this year. 


Peregrine. An adult probably a female, seen and very adequately described, 
Beckhampton, 17th Apl. (WR). 


Merlin. On 5th Jan. a female in flight near Beckhampton (WR). One in flight at 
Fyfield, 24th Jan. and what was probably the same bird near Hackpen, 31st Jan. 
(IWY). A male near Corsham, 27th Feb. (JGR); a probable male at Beckhampton, 
25th Dec. (WR). 


Kestrel. Only four breeding records but a great many sight records from all parts of 
the county. A number of observers commented on its abundance. 


Red-legged Partridge. Only two breeding records but several sightings of single 
birds. 


Partridge. Twenty-five in the same field at Everleigh, 25th Nov. (RWB). 


Quail. 1970 was an exceptionally good Quail year and calling birds were heard 
frequently from all parts of the county. Two breeding records, at Barbury and 
Stanton St. Bernard (BG, WR, GLW). 


Pheasant. An albino at Hippenscombe, 29th Aug. (GLW). 


Water Rail. Only reported during the winter months but from most suitable 
localities. 


Corncrake. Heard calling at Thingley, 19th/25th May (JCR). 
A table with details of the wader passage at Swindon SF will be found on page 33. 
Oystercatcher. One at a marsh near Bradford-on-Avon, 16th Apl. (ST). 


Lapwing. Widely reported throughout the county; larger flocks as follows: c. 1,000 
Warminster, 7th Nov. (MJA, JCR); c. 1,200 Hullavington, 21st Aug. and c. 2,000 
Cole Park, 24th Dec. (EJMB); c. 2,500 Wilsford, 5th Dec. (MJA, JGR); ¢. 4,000 
Ashton Keynes, 13th Dec. (GLW). 


Ringed Plover. One found dead in the road between Winterslow and Porton, 26th 
Aug. (DEF, AJH). Single birds at Swindon SF, several dates in Aug. and 3 there 
1oth/1i1th Aug. (BM, GLW, IWY). 


Little Ringed Plover. Two pairs attempted to breed and 3 young were reared. A 
male seen at Swindon SF, 22nd Mar. (GLW). During the autumn birds were at the 
SF from 18th Jul. until roth Sept.; details in table. 


Golden Plover. There were several records of small parties and the following larger 
flocks: c. 100 Wilton Water, 25th Oct. (JGC); c. roo Wilsford, 7th Nov. and c. 220 
near Warminster, 5th Dec. (MJA, JGR); c. 200 near Stourton, 24th Oct. (VEB, BG) ; 
c. 200 High Post, roth Nov. (DEF, AJH); c. 400 near Ashton Keynes, 13th Dec. 
(GLW). A flock near Teffont contained birds of both the northern and southern races 
in breeding plumage, 16th Apl. (GLB). 


Snipe. One possible breeding record, this in a central area (BG). The only large 
concentrations were at Swindon SF with a maximum ofc. 100, 8th Nov. (GLW). 


Jack Snipe. Only recorded at Swindon SF: two, 1st Mar., single birds, 22nd Mar. 
and 2nd Oct., two again 5th Dec. (BM, GLW). 
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Woodcock. Roding reported from several suitable localities but no definite breeding 
records. 


. Curlew. Two northern breeding sites appear to-have been deserted this year (RGB, 


GLW). There were 3 pairs reported breeding in other parts of the county (GLB, PT). 


. Bar-tailed Godwit. Five seen in flight over Avebury Down, 29th Mar. (JRG). Full 


descriptive details supplied. This is only the fourth record of this species in the county. 


. Green Sandpiper. Wintering birds seen at Ashton Keynes and Swindon SF (BG, 


GLW); 7 at Longbridge Deverell, 17th Sept. (PT). Up to 18 recorded during the 
autumn at Swindon SF. 


Wood Sandpiper. One at Swindon SF, reth/14th Jul. and another briefly seen 
6th/7th Sept. (BM, GLW). 


Common Sandpiper. First seen Marlborough and Great Bedwyn, 15th Apl. 
(MCNHS); Hilperton, rgth Apl. (GLB). Up to 14 at Swindon SF and 14 at Erlestoke 
Lake, 4th Aug. (PT). Last seen, Ashton Keynes, 3rd Sept. (BG); Swindon SF, 15th 
Sept. (GLW). 


. Redshank. Present at several suitable breeding sites throughout the summer but no 


definite breeding records. 


. Spotted Redshank. Only reported at Swindon SF; details in table. 


. Greenmshank. There were two spring records both on roth May at Calne and 


Swindon SF (BM, JOR, GLW). There were birds at Swindon SF from goth Jul. until 
18th Sept. with a maximum of 8; two in flight over Swindon, 21st Aug. (SE). A single 
bird observed feeding at a silage efHuent pool at Stanton St. Bernard, 4th Sept. (WR). 


Temmincks Stint. One was present at Swindon SF from 31st Aug. until at least 
15th Sept. The bird was trapped and ringed on rst Sept. Full descriptive notes were 
supplied (GLW, BM, RGB, IWY). This is the first acceptable record of this species 
for the county list. 


. Dunlin. Only recorded at Swindon SF where there were a series of autumn records. 
. Ruff. The only record away from Swindon SF was of 3 in flight over Swindon (GLW). 


. Stone Curlew. There were no breeding records this year but rather more sight 


records than in recent years. 


. Great Black-backed Guil. Four immatures at Steeple Ashton, 5th Jan. (EGS); 


1 Swindon SF, 1st Mar. (GLW); 1 Calne, roth May (JCR); 1 Salisbury, 8th Dec. 
(RJJH). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull. Regular visitor to the county throughout the year, 


winter flocks tending to be larger; c. 100 Great Cheverell, 6th Dec. (PT); c. 100 
Edington, 28th Jan. (GLB). 


Herring Gull. The following large flocks noted: c. 30 Swindon SF, 19th and goth Jul. 
(GLW); ¢. 20 Corsham Lake, roth Jan. and c. 100 Calne, 24th May (JGR). 


Common Gull. Regular winter visitor in moderate numbers to central and northern 
areas of the county. 


Black-headed Gull. Regular in small numbers throughout the county. The only 
large flock was c. 220 at Corsham Lake, 13th Dec. (JGR). 
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Black Tern. Six at Coate Water, roth/12th May (SE, BM, GLW); 3 Braydon Pond, 
1oth May (JGR); 2 Steeple Langford GP, 12th May (SNHS); 1 Corsham Lake, 
21st Aug. (JCR); 6 Ashton Keynes, 13th Sept. (BG); 1 Lacock GP, 14th Sept. (MJA, 
JGR). 


Common/Arctic Tern. One in flight Ashton Common, 19th Oct. (EGS); 3 at 
Ashton Keynes, 9th May and one there 13th Sept. (BG). 


. Common Tern. Up to 6 at Coate Water, 1oth/12th May (SE, BM, GLW); 6 Steeple 


Langford, 12th May (SNHS); 3 Corsham Lake, 25th Jul. (RRK, JGR); 1 Ashton 
Keynes, 4th Oct. (BG). 


Arctic Tern. One at Coate Water, 27th Jun. (GLW); 1 Bissmouth, 11th Sept. (JRG). 


. Turtle Dove. There was a record of probable overwintering, a bird seen at Upavon, 


25th Mar. (JJL). Early dates: Erlestoke, 25th Apl. (PT); Landford, 3rd May (RJJH). 
Late dates: Coombe Bissett, 24th Sept. (PT); Cole Park, 25th Sept. (EJMB). 


Collared Dove. Recorded breeding in Warminster; this appears to be the first record 
for this area (VEB). 


Cuckoo. Early dates: Savernake, 14th Apl. (JJL); Landford, 16th Apl. (RJJH); 
Marlborough, 16th Apl. (MCNHS). Late dates: Steeple Ashton, 28th Aug. (MHS); 
Swindon, 31st Aug. (GLW). 


Barn Owl. Some 20 sight records and two observers noted birds returning to old 
haunts after long absence. Four nests were found, at least 9 young being reared 


(DEF, AJH). 


Little Owl. One at Seagry noted waiting outside Starling nest holes under eaves. It 
was seen to enter one hole that contained young. The following day a headless, nearly 
fledged young Starling was found below the nest hole (RGB). 


Tawny Owl. Numerous sight records but only four breeding records. 


Long-eared Owl. Only one report, where birds seen regularly during the winter 
months (BG, JS). 


Short-eared Owl. Regular from 24th Jan./roth Mar. at Fyfield, 8 seen there 7th/r1oth 
Mar. (BG, MCNHS); one Axford, 26th Feb. and 4 Dene Bottom, 1st Apl. (MCNHS) ; 
one Rockley, 24th Feb. (AJR); one Druid’s Lodge, 16th Mar. (SJT). Autumn 
records: single birds, Swindon SF, 8th Nov. (GLW); Fyfield, 22nd Nov. (MCNHS). 


Nightjar. Two heard at Sutton Veny, 24th May (EGS); seen near Heavens Gate, 
Ist Jun. (VEB); 3 records from separate areas of Savernake Forest (MCNHS). 


Swift. Early dates: 3 Coate Water, 25th Apl. (GLW); Beanacre, 3rd May (CR); 
Upavon, 3rd May (SPMK); Trowbridge, 4th May (JRG). ¢. 3,000 feeding near 
Broad Hinton along the downs edge, 18th Jun. (SE). There were several late records: 
Swindon, 12th Sept. (IWY); Wilton Water, 13th Sept. (JGC); Colerne, rst Oct. 
(AAC). 


Kingfisher. A great number of sight records and observers commented that the 
species had probably increased. At least six pairs attempted to breed. At Hilperton a 
female House Sparrow was seen to chase a Kingfisher every time it caught a fish. The 
sparrow even perched alongside the Kingfisher when it alighted but was not seen to 
take a fish (GLB). 


Heoopoe. One was present at Swindon SF from oth May until at least 13th May 
(BM, CM, SE, GLW, IWY). 
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. Green Woodpecker. From the number of sight records it would appear that this 


species has increased its numbers. Only one breeding record, a pair with newly 
fledged young in the south-west of the county (VEB). 


3. Great Spotted Woodpecker. Probably a good breeding season as many observers 


reported young birds during the summer months. Sight records showed an increase 
over 1969. At Seagry a juvenile observed bathing in a garden pool (RGB). 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Sight records at Ashton Keynes, 18th Jan. (BG); 
Savernake, 30th Apl. (GLB); single birds at Corsham during Apl./May (JGR). A 
pair reared young at Marlborough (MCNHS). 


Wryneck. One seen at Milton Lilbourne, 6th May (PK, JVR); a pair at the same 
site 7th May (PK). Full description supplied. 


Skylark. c. 400 near Tilshead (deep snow cover), 12th Feb. (PT). 


Swallow. Early dates: one near Malmesbury, 27th Mar. and c. 12 there 28th Mar. 
(EJMB); Steeple Langford, 3rd Apl. (RJJH); Kellaways, 3rd Apl. (BG). Only one 
roost reported, c. 600, at Lacock GP during Aug. (MJA, JGR). Late dates: Upavon, 
15th Oct. (SPMK); Cheverell, 18th Oct. (PT); Steeple Ashton, 27th Oct. (EGS, 
MHS); Swindon, 4th Nov. (SE); Wingfield, 8th Nov. (JRG). 


House Martin. Early dates: Coate Water, 15th Apl. (GLW); Woodborough, 
16th Apl. (DMC); Ashton Common, 17th Apl. (EGS) and on the same date Cole Park 
(EJMB). Late dates: Bradford-on-Avon, 24th Oct. (EPS); Steeple Ashton, 27th Oct. 
(EGS, MHS); Laverstock, 7th Nov. (DEF, AJH). 


Sand Martin. Early arrivals: Wroughton, 27th Mar. (GLW); Kellaways and 
Steeple Langford, 3rd Apl. (BG, RJJH); Marlborough and Cole Park, 17th Apl. (JJL, 
EJMB). Late dates: Swindon, 12th Sept. (IWY); Cerny Wick, Ashton Keynes and 
Edington, 13th Sept. (GLW, BG, MHS); Corsham, 2oth Sept. (PT, JGR). 


. Golden Oriole. An adult male seen in the Marlborough College water-meadows 


from 5th/7th May (MCNHS). A detailed description supplied. 


. Carrion Crow. c. 100 roosting Corsham Park during Feb. (JGR). A pair of these 


birds attacked a plastic garden pool tearing out strips of plastic from between the 
border tiles, eventually seriously damaging and draining the pool. 


Magpie. A flock of c. 20 in a field between Calne and Chippenham (JSB). c. 30 
feeding on newly spread manure, 13th Feb. (MHS). A bird seen perched on a sow’s 
back pecking heavily at an open sore, rgth Nov. (GLB). The sow seemed completely 
unconcerned. 


Great Tit. A marked decrease noted at Lydiard Millicent and Swindon during Dec. 
(IWY, GLW). A nest box at Derry Hill contained a mixed brood of Great and Blue 
Tits, only the adult Great Tits were feeding the young (JCR). 


Bearded Tit. Heard calling from thick reed bed at Corsham Lake, observer unable to 
flush the birds but he is familiar with the call note of this species (JGR). 


Nuthatch. Only 3 breeding records but more sight records than in recent years. 


Dipper. Breeding noted on the By Brook and R. Frome (RGF, JRG, SJT). Sight 
record at Fonthill Lake, 24th May (RJJH). 


Fieldfare. Last seen: Wingfield, 14th Apl. (JRG); Steeple Ashton, 17th Apl. (EGS, ° 
MHS); Pewsey, 23rd May (BG). Early autumn dates: Steeple Ashton, 9th Oct. 
(EGS); Corsham Park, 13th Oct. (JOR); Upavon, 16th Oct. (SPMK). 
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Song Thrush. An unusually pale sandy bird with lighter tipped feathers and a dark 
patch on its cheeks reported by RJJH. 


Redwing. Late dates: Coate Water, 3rd Apl. (SE); Ashton Common, 16th Apl. 
(EGS). Early autumn dates: Neston, 2nd Oct. (JGR); Steeple Ashton, 6th Oct. 
(EGS). One observer commented that this species seemed rather scarce after the 
beginning of Nov. (GLB). 


Ring Ouzel. A male seen near Upton Scudamore, 18th Apl. (EPS). 


Wheatear. First noted: Fyfield, St. Joan a Gores and Summer Down, 27th Mar. 
(BG, GLW); Avebury Down, 29th Mar. (JRG). No definite breeding records, but a 
pair were seen at a site used in 1969 (MCNHS). Late dates: Wilsford, 13th Oct. 
(SPMK); Bishops Cannings, 1st Nov. (BG). 


Stonechat. Numerous records of passage and wintering birds but none during the 
breeding season. 


Whinchat. No spring passage records received. By early May several singing males 
were holding territory. Two pairs definitely bred in a central area. Late dates: Lacock 
GP, 25th Sept. (PT); Devil’s Den, 22nd Nov. (MCNHS). 


Redstart. Early dates: Steeple Ashton, 17th Apl. (EGS, MHS); Longleat, goth Apl. 
(VEB). Bred in a central area and Savernake Forest, uncommon in the north of the 
county. Late dates: Winterbourne, 28th Aug. (DEF, AJH); Swindon, 16th/21st Sept. 
(SE). 


Black Redstart. A female was seen regularly around the Princess Margaret Hospital, 
Swindon, from 26th Jan/grd Apl. (IWY, GLW). There were four autumn records: 
Pewsey, 14th Oct. (JGC); Chippenham, 16th Oct. (BHM, CR); an adult male near 
Tilshead, 13th Dec. (GLB). 


Nightingale. First heard in song, Steeple Ashton, 18th Apl. (MHS); Erlestoke and 
Westbury, 25th Apl. (PT, GLB). Appears to be maintaining its numbers in most 
suitable habitats. One trapped at Corsham Lake, goth Aug. (JCR). 


Grasshopper Warbler. Early dates: Great Lodge, 19th Apl. (MCNHS); Chippen- 
ham, in a suburban garden, 2ist Apl. (RCF). Apparently well distributed throughout 
the county, numbers probably a little above average. Only two late records: Long- 
bridge Deverill, 27th Sept. (MHS); Coate Water, 29th Sept. (GLW). 


Reed Warbler. First seen at Corsham Lake, 24th Apl. Twelve pairs bred there and 
birds present until 26th Sept. (JGR). Twenty pairs bred at Coate Water and noted 
during the breeding season at Christian Malford, Erlestoke and on the R. Biss near 
Trowbridge (GLW, PT, JGR, AS). Singing birds were present in farmland hedge- 
rows at Steeple Ashton some distance from open water (MHS). 


Sedge Warbler. First noted: Corsham Lake, 16th Apl. (JGR); Coate Water, 19th 
Apl. (GLW); general by the end of the month. Bred quite commonly throughout the 
county with exception of high open downland. c. 20 pairs bred at Coate Water (GLW). 
Late dates: Corsham Lake, 26th Sept. (JGR); Swindon SF, 29th Sept. (GLW). 


Aquatic Warbler. One at Swindon SF, 1st Sept., and what was probably the same 
bird seen very briefly 26th Aug. (GLW). Mist nets were set in an unsuccessful attempt 
to catch the bird. A fairly detailed description was obtained and submitted to the ‘BB’ 
rarities committee, who accepted the record. 
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Blackcap. Two records received indicating overwintering: a pair in a garden at 
Bromham, 27th Mar. (PAJB); another pair at Warminster from 24th Dec. until 8th 
Jan. 1971 (VEB). Early spring dates: Coate Water, 15th Apl. (SE); Savernake, 17th 
Apl. (JJL); Steeple Ashton, 19th Apl. (EGS, MHS). Late dates: Steeple Ashton, 
2and Sept. (EGS, MHS); one trapped Corsham Lake, 27th Sept. (JCR). 


Garden Warbler. Early dates: Swindon, 23rd Apl. (IWY); Marlborough, 23rd Apl. 
(MCNHS). No late dates received. 


Whitethroat. First seen: Coate Water, 19th Apl. (GLW); Pewsey, 23rd Apl. (BG). 
Several observers reported a small increase in numbers but very few were seen 
compared with pre-1969 figures. Late dates: Corsham Lake, 7th Sept. (JCR); 
Swindon SF, 9th Sept. (GLW). 


Lesser Whitethroat. Early dates: Seagry, 4th May (RGB); Landford, 5th May 
(RJJH). More numerous than in 1969. Late dates: Swindon SF, 6th Sept. (GLW) ; 
Steeple Ashton, 29th Sept. (EGS, MHS). 


Willow Warbier. Song first heard: Upavon, 8th Apl. (SPMK); Rushall, 14th Apl. 
(JGR). Last heard: Corsham Lake, 15th Sept. (JGR); Wilton Water, 27th Sept. 
(MCNHS). One trapped Cole Park, 27th Sept. (EJMB). 


Chiffchaff. Early dates: Shearwater, 21st Mar. (JRG, GLB); Roundway, 26th Mar. 
(BG); Axford, 27th Mar. (MQ). The following dates are very late and may concern 
over-wintering birds: Hilperton, 14th Nov. (GLB); Wilton Water, 21st Nov. (JGQ). 


Wood Warbler. Song heard in Savernake Forest and at Fonthill (MCNHS, SE, 
GLB), the only records. 


Goldcrest. From the number of sight records received it would seem that this species 
has completely recovered from the effects of the 1962/63 winter. A nest was found at 
Kington Langley built amongst ivy clinging to a hazel (CR). 


Firecrest. Iwo records received: one seen briefly at Somerford Common, 22nd Feb. 
(IWY); the other at Shearwater, 17th Mar. (JRG). Descriptive notes supplied for 
both records. ‘These are only the eleventh and twelfth records of this species in the 
county, seven of these occurring during the past four years. 


Spotted Flycatcher. First noted: Coate Water, 8th May (SE); Cole Park and 
Upavon, 16th May (EJMB, SPMK). There was a marked decrease in the north-east 
of the county. Late dates: Marlborough, 14th Sept. (MCNHS); Teffont Evias, 19th 
Sept. (BG). Seen in Swindon in ones and twos up to 29th Sept. (SE). 


Pied Flycatcher. An immature male at Cole Park, 11th Aug. (EJMB); a female at 
Seagry, 22nd Aug. (RGB). 


Tree Pipit. One extremely early record of a bird flying through a snow storm and 
calling repeatedly at Swindon, rst Apl. (GLW). Seen in suitable localities throughout 
the county. 


Pied Wagtail. Roosts at Lacock GP, ¢. 150; Christian Malford GP, c. 200; during 
Oct. (MJA, JGR); Devizes, c. 250, Nov. (BG). A male of the nominate race at 
Lacock GP, 14th Sept. (MJA, JCR). 


Grey Wagtail. Regular winter visitor to all suitable parts of the county. The species © 
breeds on several rivers and a summary is being prepared of the breeding details for 


1969/70. 


382. Yellow Wagtail. Early dates: Swindon SF, 12th Apl. (GLW); Corsham Lake, 16th 
Apl. (JGR); Bradford-on-Avon, 16th Apl. (ST). Birds showing characters of the 
Blue-headed race seen at Calne, 24th May (JCR) and Swindon SF, rath Jul. (GLW). 
Flocks of up to 50 present at Swindon SF during the late summer (GLW). Late dates: 
Roundway, 20th Sept. (BG); Swindon SF, 26th Sept. (GLW); Kington St. Michael, 
27th Sept. (SE). An immature seen on the Wilts./Glos. border near Shorncote, 13th 
Dec. (BM, GLW). 


384. Great Grey Shrike. One near Wilton Water, 20th Dec. (JGC); a very full descrip- 
tion supplied and the bird was seen again nearby early in 1971. 


388. Red-backed Shrike. A pair successfully reared young in the north of the county 
(DJB). 


391. Hawfinch. Only 3 sight records, one at a garden pool in Salisbury, 7th Jun. (SNHS) ; 
Middle Woodford, 13th Oct. (SNHS); near Great Bedwyn, 31st Mar. (MCNHS). 


394. Siskin. Rather more sight records than in previous years, all of small parties. A pair 
were feeding regularly at a bird table in Landford up to 26th Apl. and were seen there 
again 16th May (SNHS). Eight seen at the Queens Park in the centre of Swindon, 
12th Oct. (SE). 


397. Redpoll. Seen in small numbers throughout the winter in majority of wooded areas. 
Up to 50 in the Landford district during Nov. (RJJH). Two records were received of 
birds seen during the breeding season (VEB, JS). Seen in the centre of Swindon in 
Oct. and Nov. (SE). 


408. Brambling. Late dates: Everleigh, 22nd Mar. (GLB); Winterslow, rgth Mar. (DEF, 
AJH). A flock of ¢c. 40 near Stonehenge, 9th Jan. (PT). Early autumn dates: Lydiard 
Millicent, 25th Oct. (IWY); Bowood and Savernake, 8th Nov. (JGR, SE). 


409. Yellow Hammer. A flock of c. 50 near Wolf Hall, 16th Sept. (RGF). 
410. Corn Bunting. A flock of c. 80 Upavon, 5th Dec. (MJA, JGR). 
421. Reed Bunting. c. 200 in a mixed finch flock Downton, 12th Dec. (DEF, AJH). 


425. Tree Sparrow. More flocks than usual were reported especially during the autumn. 
Larger flocks: c. 150 Great Cheverell, 25th Jan. (PT); ¢. 300 Downton, 12th Dec. 
(DEF, AJH); c. 200 Whitby, 27th Dec. (MJA, JGR). 


Additions to previous reports 


1945 
423. Snow Bunting. A male seen at Semington in a mixed flock of finches, 25th Oct. 
(GLB). This brings the total of records this century to seven. 


1968 

265. Wryneck. Mr. D. P. Craddock showed GLB a colour transparency and enlargement 
of a bird that was present in his garden during Sept. GLB states that the bird was 
undoubtedly a Wryneck. 


1969 

386. Woodchat. A bird of this species seen at Fyfield Down, 5th Sept. (GLW, HRW). A 
full description was submitted to the ‘BB’ rarities committee and the record was 
accepted. ‘This is only the fifth occurrence of this species within the county. 


RINGING REPORT FOR 1970 


by Roderick C’. Faulkner 


Key to the initials of ringers who have contributed to this Report, and whose names 
appear in the text: 


E. J. M. Buxton EJMB J. G. Rolls JCR 
R. F. Goomber RFC Mrs. 8. J. Tyler sJT 
D. E. Fry & A. J. Horner F&H G. L. Webber GLW 
R. R. Kersley RRK M. J. Wyatt MJW 
J. J. Latham JJL 
Individual totals of birds ringed in Wiltshire, as supplied by the ringers: 
Free-flying Pull 

EJMB 159 89 

RFC 66 — 

F&H 401 1 

RRK 306 — 

JJL 151 — 

JGR 1,532 532 

SsJT 189 129 

GLW 256 165 

MJW 133 83 

Totals 3,193 1,109 


Selected Recoveries of Birds Ringed in Wiltshire 


Pull = nestling; 1Y = first year; FG = full-grown; Ad = adult; X = found dead or 
killed; V = found and released. 


SWALLOW 1Y Corsham Lake 6.9.69 JGR 

HS 15.946 X Towcester (Northants.) 3.8.70 65 NE 

REED WARBLER Ad Corsham Lake 25.7.70 JGR 

HS 10.201 Vv Chew Valley Res. (Somerset) 8.8.70 18 WSW 

SEDGE WARBLER Ad Corsham Lake 28.8.70 JGR 

HS 15.380 V Le Havre, France 5.9.70 

CHIFFCHAFF Ad Corsham Lake 6.9.69 JGR 

PV 6.381 xX Westbury 14.5.70 128 

PIED WAGTAIL 1Y Lacock G.P. 11.10.69 JGR 

HS 10.724 X Chipping Sodbury (Glos.) 6.1.70 16 NW 
Selected List of Birds Recovered in Wiltshire 

LESSER BLACK- 

BACKED GULL Pull Flatholm (Somerset) 2.7.65 

AJ 98.280 xX Langley Burrell 10.4.69 40 WSW 

SWALLOW TY Pershore (Worcs.) 8.8.70 45 8 

JB 88.627 V Lacock G.P. 23.8.70 JGR 

REED WARBLER FG Thatcham (Berkshire) 9.6.68 23 WNW 

HP 25.149 Vv Coate Reservoir 7.5.70 GLW 

Interesting Local Recoveries 

SHOVELER TY: Cole Park, Malmesbury 1.9.69 EJ MB 

SS 98.280 xX Cole Park 14.2.70 

SWIFT Ad Woodford 18.6.63 F&H 

SC 34.317 Vv Woodford 9.7.70 
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REED WARBLER 


HP 65.691 Pull Coate Reservoir 21.6.69 GLW 
HP 65.692 V Coate Reservoir 2.6.70 

(Both these birds returned to the site of their natal colony) 
REED BUNTING Admale Coate Reservoir 27.12.66 GLW 
HH 19.569 WA Coate Reservoir 28.8.70 


WADERS AT SWINDON SEWAGE WORKS 1970 


July August September 
12'13 14-19 26 30 2 7 8 io 11 12 14 16 18 22 23 25 31 +: 5 6 7 8 g 15 18 


LAPWING 30 50 4 50 56 15 36 4 4 12 30 30 
RINGED PLOVER I 3.3 ie tt 


LITTLE RINGED 


PLOVER 410 5 6 6 5 1 aL oT ie I Te T2222) on T 
SNIPE 8 2 7 10 25 15 II 30 30 13 25 27 I 7 13 25 25 25 30 25 15 5 12 13 
GREEN SANDPIPER 6:7 8 7 7'4- 8 12 11 10 18-16 18.15 10 210 810 1114 9 7 71:2 3 2 
WOOD SANDPIPER I I Tn ar 
COMMON SANDPIPER h 442- 3.89018 414m 3 2°35 2 4 10 6 4 4 5 5 3 
REDSHANK 2 I I Te, 2h I 
SPOTTED REDSHANK Ct) Iie 3 
GREENSHANK I I Tamenlfy ale eeTeeele 2) ol op oh weg oP oh RO oRTgy <r 
TEMMINCKS STINT 1 ol Tee Igihioueth I 
DUNLIN BG} r 1 I Kjelon leis oly aul ike Bye Ae 
RUFF By wel 3C a a I 


WILTSHIRE PLANT NOTES (31) 


compiled by W. M. STEVENSON 
(All records are for 1970 unless otherwise stated. Miss J. Wormald’s are all for 1969) 


Equisetum telmateia Ehrh. Great Horsetail. 2. Hazeland Bridge, Mrs. 7. Swanborough, 
Miss F. Wormald. 

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum L. Black Spleenwort. 8. Hedge bank near Sutton Veny, 
Mrs. B. Sheppard. 

Asplenium trichomanes L. 7. Savernake, Mrs. 7. Swanborough. 2. Cottles, Atworth, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 

Asplenium ruta-muraria L. Wall Rue. 2. Hazeland, Mrs. 7. Swanborough. 2. Cottles, 
Atworth, Miss 7. Wormald. 

Cystopteris fragilis (L.) Bernh. Brittle Bladder Fern. 9. Wall at Stourhead, Mrs. B. 
Sheppard. 

Dryopteris borreri Newm. 9g. Stourhead, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
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Dryopterts lanceolatocristata (D. spinulosa). 8. Southleigh Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Polypodium vulgare L. ssp. Common Polypody. 2. Easton Grey, D. Grose. 
Helleborus viridis L. Green Hellebore. 5. Clarendon Palace, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Eranthis hyemalis (L.) Salisb. Winter Aconite. 1. Between St. Joan a4 Gore’s Cross and 
Farm, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 4. Roadside, Wanborough Plain, Mrs. I. M. Grose. 
Ranunculus auricomus L. Goldilocks. 5. Redlynch, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Ranunculus lingua L. Great Spearwort. 2. Corsham Park, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Ranunculus aquaticus subsp. fluitans. 10. Fast-flowing stream at Damerham, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Ranunculus ficaria Li. Flore pleno. Large-flowered Lesser Celandine. 5. Idmiston church- 
yard, A. Grinstead (G). 
Aquilegia vulgaris L. Columbine. 8. Hill Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard and F. Mead. 
Thalictum flaaum L. Common Meadow Rue. 10. Bank of Avon, Downton, Mrs. B. 
Sheppard. 5. Meadow, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
*Mahonia aquifolium (Pursh) Nutt. Oregon Grape. 5. Copse, Clarendon, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Papaver rhoeas L. (a) Var. Hoffmannianum. 1. Holt Junction rly. track, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
(b) Var. Pryortt Druce. 1. Cornfield bordering Hill Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Papaver argemone L. Long Prickly-headed Poppy. 1. Cornfield bordering Hill Wood, 
Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Papaver somniferum L. Opium Poppy. 1. As above, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Corydalis solida (L.) SW. Purple Corydalis. 5. Naturalized in garden at E. Grimstead, 
Miss J. Wormald. 
Brassica napus L. Rape. 3. Wanborough Plain (G), Charlbury Hill. 
Diplotaxis muralis (L.) DC. forma caulescens Kit. Sand Rocket. 6 and 7. Disturbed 
ground near Weather Hill Firs (G). 
Raphanus raphinastrum L. Wild Radish. 2. White form, 21.8.65, Roundway. 3. White 
form, 1970, Queen Street, D. Grose. 
Erophila spathulata Lang. 4.8. slope, Tan Hill, Miss B. Gillam. 
Rorippa sylvestris (L.) Bess. 7. Riverside, Harnham, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Rorippa islandica (Oeder) Borbas. Marsh Yellow Cress. 6. Aughton, D. Grose. 
Hesperis matronalis L. Dame’s Violet. 8. ‘Track to Yarnbury Rings, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Reseda luteola L. Wild Mignonette. 3. Chisledon, D. Grose. 
Hypericum humifusum L. Trailing St. John’s Wort. 8. Cleared and newly-planted 
woodland, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Hypericum pulchrum L. Upright St. John’s Wort. 8. Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Silene noctiflora L. Night-flowering Campion. 5. Pepperbox Hill, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Saponaria officinalis L. Soapwort. 4. Ramsbury Manor, Mrs. P. Wickham. 1. Railway 
bank, Stert, D. Grose. 
Sagina apetala Ard. Annual Pearlwort. 5. Garden at East Grimstead, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Spergula arvensis L. Corn Spurrey. 3. Queen Street, D. Grose. 
* Amaranthus retroflexus. 1. Westbury Trading Estate, Mrs. EF. Curtis. 
Chenopodium murale L. Nettle-leaved Goosefoot. 2. Dump at Sutton Benger, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Atriplex patula L. var. Bracteata West. Spreading Orache. 3. Queen Street. 4. 
Membury, D. Grose. 
* Abutilon theophrasti. 1. Westbury Trading Estate, Mrs. E. Curtis. 
Geranium rotundifolium L. Round-leaved Crane’s-bill. 2. Thingley railway track, Seend 
railway track, Mrs. B. Sheppard, Miss J. Wormald. 


Erodium cicutarlum (L.) Stork’s-bill. 4. Railway grounds, Savernake, Mrs. I. M.— 


Grose (G). 
Impatiens capensis Meerb. Orange Balsam. 7. Riverside, Harnham, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Impatiens parviflora DC. Small-flowered Balsam. 2. Clyffe Pypard, Miss 7. Wormald. 
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Impatiens glandulifera Royle. Himalayan Balsam. 2. Chippenham, Dr. S. Tyler. 7. 
Riverside, Harnham, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Acer pesudoplatanus L. Sycamore. 2. Atworth, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Frangula alnus Mill. Alder Buckthorn. 5. Near Whiteparish, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Lupinus arboreous Sims. ‘Tree Lupin. 1. Roadside, W. Lavington, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Genista tinctoria L. Dyer’s Greenweed. 8. West Down, above Tilshead. 2. Road near 
N. Wraxhall, Lanhill, Dr. S. Tyler and Mrs. 7. Swanborough. 
Ononis spinosa L. Fl. alb. Spinous Rest Harrow. 4. Walker’s Hill, D. Grose. 4. Overton 
Down, EF. Browning. 
Medicago falcata L. Sickle Medick. 2. Sandridge Pits, Melksham, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Medicago sativa L. Lucerne. 6. Salisbury—Blandford road, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Medicago arabica (L.) Huds. Spotted Medick. 6. Riverside, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Trifolium medium L. Zig-zag Clover. 6. Collingbourne, 1963, D. Grose. 
Trifolium hybridum L. (T. elegans Savi). 6. Aughton. 5. Cornfield, Roman road near 
Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Trifolium campestre Schreb. Hop Trefoil. 10. Odstock Hospital, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Lotus tenuis Waldst. & Kit. ex Willd. Narrow-leaved Bird’s-foot Trefoil. 2. Railway 
bank, Rodbourne, Malmesbury (G). 
*Galega officinalis L. Goat's Rue. 2. Dump, Sutton Benger, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Astragalus glycyphyllos L. Milk Vetch. 2. Bridle path from Weavern to Rudloe, Mrs. B. 
Sheppard. 
*Coronilla varia L. Crown Vetch. 2. Three or 4 spots on recolonized banks of Bristol 
road, Mrs. F. Swanborough and Dr. S. Tyler. 
Vicia tetrasperma (L.) Smooth Tare. 5. Hawk’s Grove Wood, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Lathyrus sylvestris L. Wild Everlasting Pea. 10. Coombe Bissett, Miss 7. Wormald. 
*Lathyrus latifolius L. 2. Lane near Beacon Hill, Heddington (G). 
*Rubus phoenicolasius Maxim. Japanese Wine-Berry. 2. Conkwell Wood, Mrs. E. Curtis. 
Rubus caesius L. 5. Pepperbox Hill, Miss 7. Wormald. 
*Rubus procerus P. J. Muell. 3. Broome Lane, Swindon, D. Grose. 
Geum rivale L. Water Avens. 2. Melsome Wood, Dr. S. Tyler. 
Rosa rubiginosa L. Sweet Briar. 8. Wylye, Miss J. Wormald. 
*Prunus domestica subsp. insititia (L.) GC. K. Schneid. 2. Road near Malmesbury, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
* Prunus cerasifera Ehrh. Cherry Plum. 5. Clarendon, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Prunus avium (L.) L. Bird Cherry. 5. Redlynch, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Pyrus communis L. Pear. 2. Copse, Langley Burrell, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Malus sylvestris Mill. Crab Apple. 6. Lane, Collingbourne Kingston (G). 
*Cydonia oblonga Mill. Quince. 8. Derelict garden, Imber, Miss B. Gillam. 
Sedum album L. White Stone-crop. 2. Holt Junction rail track, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Saxifraga granulata L. Meadow Saxifrage. 8. Yarnbury Rings, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Daphne laureola L. Spurge Laurel. 10. Woodland between Alderbury and Downton, 
Miss F. Wormald. 
Epilobium roseum Schreb. Pale Willow-herb. 2. Clyffe Pypard near churchyard, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Epilobium adenocaulon. American Willow-herb. 1. West Lavington, Miss J. Wormald. 
Oenothera erythrosepala Borbas. Evening Primrose. 3. Roadside, Wanborough Plain, 
D. Grose. 2. Dump at Sutton Benger, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Viscum album L. Mistletoe. 5. On Lime and Apple trees, Redlynch, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Thesium humifusium DC. Bastard Toadflax. 4. Walker’s Hill, Miss M. Ainsworth. 
Cornus mas L. 2. On bank near Malmesbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Sison amomum L. Stone Parsley. 10. Coombe Bissett, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Silaum silaus (L.) Schinz & Thell. Pepper Saxifrage. 2. Lanhill, Kington St. Michael, 
DreSs Tyler: 
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Heracleum sphondylium L. Var. angustifolium Huds. Hogweed. 4. Whitefield, Ogbourne. 
6. Aughton, D. Grose. i 

Heracleum mantegazzianum Somm. & Levier. Giant Hogweed. 8. Rough ground, 
Orcheston, Miss 7. Wormald. 

Mercuralis annua L. Annual Mercury. 5. Rubbish tip, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
2. Road verge, Bewley Common, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 

Euphorbia lathyrus L. Caper Spurge. 3. Waste ground, Wanborough Plain, D. Grose. 
10. Alvediston, field bank 976/237, Dr. S. Tyler. 7. Salisbury Station, waste ground, 
Miss J. Wormald. 

*Euphorbia uralensis Fisch. f. esulifolia (Thell.). Russian Spurge. 10. Railway bank, 
Barford Down, Dr. P. Wormald (G). 

Polygonium convolvulus var. subalatum Le} & Court. Black Bindweed. 7. Disturbed 
ground near Weather Hill Firs (G). 

Fagopyrum esculentum Moench. Buckwheat. 4. Cabbage field, Draycot Foliat, D. Grose. 

Parietaria L. diffusa Mert. & Koch. Pellitory of the Wall. 7. Gathedral Close, Salisbury, 
Miss F. Wormald. 

Carpinus betulus L. Hornbeam. 4. Hedge, Savernake, D. Grose. 

Quercus cerris L. ‘Turkey Oak. 2. Roadside, Cherhill (G). 

Salix viminalis L. Osier. 6. D. Grose. 5. Hawk’s Grove Wood, Miss J. Wormald. 

Erica cinerea L. Fine-leaved Heather. Probably now absent from V.C.7 since Mr. and 
Mrs. Grose failed to find it at Rodbourne. 

Primula veris x vulgaris. P. variabilis Goupil, non Bast. 5. Field near Hawk’s Grove Wood, 
Miss 7. Wormald. 

Cyclamen hederifolium Ait. Ivy-leaved Cyclamen. 2. Langley Burrell, Miss 7. Wormald. 

Anagallis arvensis L. var. carnea (Schrank) Druce. Scarlet Pimpernel. White form. 
3. Ashton Keynes, Miss B. Gillam (G). 

Anagallis arvensis ssp. foemina (Mill) Schinz & Thell. Blue Pimpernel. 2. Garden weed at 
Shaw Hill (not at Seend as recorded in previous list), Mrs. B. Sheppard. 

Vinca minor L. Lesser Periwinkle. 2. Roadside near Cleverton, Miss 7. Wormald. 

Vinca major L. Greater Periwinkle. 4. Great Bedwyn, D. Grose. 

Menyanthes trifolata L. Buckbean, Bogbean. 4. Leverton near Chilton Foliat, Mrs. P. 
Wickham. 

Symphytum officinale L. Comfrey. 6. Collingbourne Kingston (G). 

S. asperum x officinale=S. x uplandicum Nyman. Blue Comfrey. 7. Fyfield, Pewsey (G), 
Roadside, Burbage (G). 

* Nicandra physaloides (L.) Gaertn. Native of Peru. 4. Garden casual, Mrs. P. Wickham 

G 


*Lycium halimifolium Mill. Duke of Argyll’s Tea-tree. 2. Nash Hill (1965), D. Nelson. 
7. Canal Bank, Honey Street (G). 
Physalis alkekengi L. Winter Cherry. 9g. Garden casual, E. Knoyle, Dr. F. Widgery. 
*Datura stramonum L. ‘Thorn-apple. 1. Westbury Trading Estate, Mrs. E. Curtis. 
1. Rough ground at junction of Avoncliffe and Bradford—Thurleigh roads, Mr. 
Curtis. 
Linaria purpurea (L.) Mill. Purple Toadflax. 7. Cathedral Close, Salisbury, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Veronica peregrina L. 2. Garden at Shaw Hill, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 5. Garden at E. Grim- 
stead, Miss J. Wormald. 
Veronica persica Poir. Buxbaum’s Speedwell. 2. Little Chalfield, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Veronica polita Fr. Grey Field Speedwell. 5. Garden at E. Grimstead, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Veronica agrestis L. Green Field Speedwell. 2. As weed in two more gardens at Shaw 
Hill—all with white flowers, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Veronica filiformis Sm. Slender Speedwell. 8. Bank of Wylye at Gt. Wishford, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 8. Road verge near Sutton Veny, Miss 7. Wormald. 6. Large patch in 
Salisbury Park, Miss 7. Wormald. 5. Idmiston churchyard, D. Grose. 
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Lathraea squamaria L. Toothwort. 2. Abundant at W. Kingston and Castle Combe, 
Dr. §. Tyler. 5. Hawk’s Grove Wood, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Mentha piperita L. Peppermint. 2. Foxham, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Mentha spicata L. Spearmint. 3. Roadside, Broome Lane, Swindon, D. Grose. 
Mentha longifolia (L.) Huds. Horse Mint. 7. Rubbish tip, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Mentha alopecurioides Hull. Large Apple Mint. 7. Rubbish tip, Salisbury, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Thymus pulegioides L. Larger Wild Thyme. 2. Thingley rail track, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Thymus drucei Ronn. Common Wild Thyme. As above. 
Acinos arvensis (Lam.) Dandy. Basil'Thyme. 2. Thingley rail track, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Melissa officinalis, L. Balm. 8. Lane near Southleigh Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 5. 
Rubbish tip, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Stachys arvensis (L.) L. Field Woundwort. 3. Fallow field, Queen Street. 3. Form with 
white flowers, Mrs. B. Sheppard (G). 
Lamium amplexicaule L. WHenbit. 8. Coulston Down, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Lamium maculatum L. Spotted Dead-nettle. 10. Roadside, Stratford Tony, M. A. 
Chaplin (G). 7. Riverside, Harnham, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Galeopsis angustifolia Ehrh. ex Hoffm. Narrow-leaved Hemp-nettle. 2. Rail track, 
Seend, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Campanula rapunculoides L. Creeping Campanula. 3. Path bank, Swindon, £. Browning. 
Phyteuma tenerum R. Schulz. Round-headed Rampion. 5. Winterslow, Miss F. Wormald. 
Symphoricarpos rivularis Suksd. Snowberry. 3. Churchfields, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Scabiosa columbaria L. Small Scabious. 5. Winterslow, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Succisa pratensis Moench. Devil’s-bit. 2. Lanhill, Dr. S. Tyler. 
Galinsoga ciliata (Raf.) Blake. 2. Westcourt, Chippenham, H. §. Hunt. 
Senecio erucifolius L. Hoary Ragwort. 4. Site of Chisledon Camp Halt, Leigh Hill, 
Great Bedwyn, D. Grose. 
Senecio viscosus L. Stinking Groundsel. 2. Rail track, Stanley Abbey, Mrs. J. M. Grose 
and Mrs. F. Swanborough. 
Solidago canadensis L. Golden Rod. 3. Railway track, Broome Lane, Swindon. Road- 
side, Wanborough Plain, D. Grose. 8. Imber Down, Miss B. Gillam. 
*Frigeron mucronatus. (Mexican plant.) 1. Wall, Iford, Mrs. M. Haythornthwaite. 
Conyza canadensis (L.) Crongq. Canadian Fleabane. 2. Rail track, Stanley Abbey, 
Mrs. I. M. Grose. 
Anthemis cotula L. Stinking Chamomile. 2. Forest Lane towards Bewley Common, 
Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Chamaemelum nobile (L.) All. Chamomile. 10. Rough ground at Odstock, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Matricaria chamomilla auct. Wild Chamomile. 2. Road verge near Bewley Common, 
Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Chrysanthemum segetum L. Corn Marigold. 1. Pear Tree Hill, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Onopordon acanthium L. Cotton Thistle. 2. Dump at Sutton Benger, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Centaurea scabiosa L. Great Knapweed. 4. Walker’s Hill, Mrs. I. M. Grose. 
Serratula tinctoria L. Saw-wort. 6. Everleigh Ashes, Mrs. I. M. Grose. 2. Lan Hill 
ditchy Dr. 5. Layler: 
Picris heiractoides L. Hawkweed Ox-Tongue. 6. Great Bedwyn (G). 
Tragopogon pratensis L. Great Goat’s-beard. 5. Track to Bentley Wood, Miss 7. 
Wormald. 
Sonchus asper (L.) Hill. Rough Sow-thistle (white form). 2. Near Little Chalfield, 
Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Hieracium lachenalii C. C. Gmel. 6. Wall, Cathedral Close, Salisbury, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Sagittaria sagittifolia L. Arrowhead. 2. River Marden, Stanley, D. Grose. 
Triglochin palustris L. Marsh Arrow Grass. 3. Ditch between gravel pits at Ashton 
Keynes, Miss B. Gillam. 
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Fritillaria meleagris L. Snake’s Head Fritillary. 3. Hedge bottom, Minety, E. Browning. 
*Ornithogalum nutans L. Drooping Star of Bethlehem. 1. Garden escape, Seend, Miss 
D. M. Frowde. 
Ornithogalum pyrenaicum L. Star of Bethlehem. 2. Hedge bank near Weavern Farm, 
Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Endymion non-scriptus (L.) Garcke. Bluebell. 2. Hazeland track, Mrs. F. Swanborough. 
Paris quadrifolia L. Herb Paris. 2. Derry Woods, Horse Copse, Melsome Wood, 
Coulston Wood, Bremhill Grove, Dr. S. Tyler. 
Luzula multifloria (Retz.) Lejeune var. congesta. Many-flowered Woodrush. 8. South- 
leigh Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Allium vineale L. var. vineale. Crow Garlic. 7. Ganal bank, Honey Street (G). 
Leucojum aestivum L. Summer Snowflake. 7. Woodford Valley, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Narcissus pseudonarcissus L. Daffodil. 1. Leigh, E. Browning. 
Iris foetidissima L. Gladdon. 5. Churchyard, E. Grimstead, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Spiranthes spiralis (L.) Chevall. Lady’s Tresses. 1, 8. Cley Hill, Mrs. E. Curtis. 
Listera ovata (L.) R. Br. ‘Twayblade. 5. Bentley Wood, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Neottia nedus-avis (L.) Rich. Bird’s-nest Orchid. 9g. Fonthill Terrace, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Ophrys apifera Huds. Bee Orchid. 8. Stony Hill, Sherrington, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Ophrys insectifera L. Fly Orchid. 5. Redlynch, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Orchis ustulata L. Burnt Orchid. 8. Yarnbury Rings, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Orchis morio L. Green-winged Orchid. 5. Chalk Pit, Redlynch, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Orchis mascula L. Early Purple Orchid (1969). 2. Road Hill Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard 
(1970). 1. High Wood Westbury, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 2. Hazeland, Mrs. 7. Swan- 
borough. 
Typha latifolia L. Great Reed-mace. 5. Pond in Hawksgrove Wood, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Eriophorum latifolium Hoppe. Broad-leaved Cotton-Grass (1956). Field gateway near 
S. Wraxall, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Carex distans L. 5. Hawksgrove Wood, Miss 7. Wormald. 
Carex rostrata Stokes. Bottle Sedge. 7. Westcourt, Burbage (G). 
Carex strigosa Huds. Loose-spiked Wood Sedge. 9g. Fonthill Bishop, Bath N.H.S. Report. 
Carex pallescens L. Pale Sedge. 8. Southleigh Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Carex filiformis L. Downy-fruited Sedge. 3. Clattinger Farm, Minety, D. Weils. 
Phragmites communis Trin. Common Reed. 6. Near Great Bedwyn, D. Grose. 
Glyceria fluitans (L.) R. Br. Flote-grass. 10. Odstock, Miss J. Wormald. 
Glyceris plicata Fr. 2. Stanley, D. Grose. 
Festulolium loliaceum Aschers. & Graebn. 2. Road verge, Shaw Hill, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Lolium multiflorum Lam. Italian Rye Grass. 3. Wanborough Plain, D. Grose. 
Agrostis setacea Curt. Bristle-leaved Bent. 8. South Leigh Wood, Mrs. B. Sheppard. 
Phalaris canariensis L. Canary-grass. 4. Cabbage field, D. Grose. 
Digitaria sanguinalis (L.) Scop. Garden weed. 2. Chippenham, Miss 7. Wormald. 


(G) Mr. D. Grose’s herbarium. * Alien species. 


ENTOMOLOGICAL REPORT FOR 1970 
by BOWMONT WEDDELL 


1970 followed roughly the pattern of the previous year, starting with a wet January 
and a wintry February, the odd mild Spring day tempting a few hibernators out for a 


brief flight. Larvae seemed very scarce but in early May a warm sunny spell brought things | 


on thick and fast. Many species of butterflies showed a heartening improvement, notably 
the Holly Blue, which turned up everywhere in greater numbers than I can ever remember 
seeing, both Spring and Summer broods. 
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One puzzling feature was the relative scarcity of the Red Admiral, which for the last 
few years has continued flying late into the Autumn and occasionally even wintering. 
One was reported flying inside a church near Salisbury on Christmas Day, 1969. Their 
close relative, the Painted Lady, on the other hand was much in evidence on buddleia, 
etc. The Silver Y moth, usually so abundant in Summer and Autumn, was almost a rarity 
for some reason that we shall probably never know. 

The most exciting record that reached me was of 5 pupae of the Convolvulus Hawk 
moth picked up with the potatoes at Bromham by PC. These were first believed to be 
Death Heads, but on examination the peculiar jug-handle attachment, protecting the long 
proboscis, proved them to be unmistakably convolvuli. Their emergence is anxiously awaited. 

As will be noted from the following list there have been a number of exciting 
observations, including several new records for Wilts. 

The Autumn tailed off rapidly. Ivy bloom did not attract the usual number and 
variety of moths, but on the whole it was a rewarding year and I am most grateful to the 
observers who have kept me informed of their records. 


Contributors 
DB Mr. David Brotherbridge, Wroughton. 
EJMB Mr. E. J. M. Buxton, Malmesbury. 
MCG Marlborough College N.H.S. 
FM Mr. Frank Mead, Devizes. 
BG Miss Beatrice Gillam, Devizes. 
JNE Lt. Col. J. N. Kirkaldy, W. Lavington. 
PC Mr. Philip Cleverley, Bromham. 
DGK Mr. D. Grant King, Little Cheverell 
MET Mr. M. E. Tyte, Neston. 
BC Miss Barbara Cowley, Seend. 
CF Lt. Col. Charles Floyd, O.B.E., Holt. 
BW Mr. B. W. Weddell. 
CGL Maj. Gen. C. G. Lipscomb, C.B.E., Crockerton. 
HGP Mr. H. G. Phelps, Crockerton. 
CMRP Mr. C. M. R. Pitman, Salisbury. 


SNHS Salisbury and District N.H.S. 


PHENOLOGICAL REPORT 


Average 1970 
Date Emergence Difference 
Large White 23°4 2°5 —9 
Marbled White 24°6 19°6 +5 
Meadow Brown 15°6 7°6 +8 
Cinnabar 18°5 I1°5 +7 
Garden Carpet 28-4 3°5 —5 
Brimstone Moth 13°5 2°5 +11 
Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines MC 6:5 till 7-6, EJMB 16-5, BC 
25°5. 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus BCG 97, FM 11:8, HGP 15:9 
3 sightings only. 
Grayling Eumenis semele JNK reports increasing colony. 
Gatekeeper Maniola tithonus MC 7°8. 
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus MC 4-7. 
Purple Emperor Apatura tris CMRP 5-7, GGL: Out in strength 


a fortnight early. 
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White Admiral 
Red Admiral 


Painted Lady 
High Brown Fritillary 


Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

Marsh Fritillary 

White-letter Hairstreak 

Chalkhill Blue 

Adonis Blue 


Holly Blue 


Convolvuius Hawk 
Scarce Prominent 


Chocolate-tip 
Dark Tussock 


White Satin 


Pale Eggar 

Lappet 

Emperor 

Four-dotted Footman 
Wood ‘Tiger 

Scarce Forester 
Cistus Osier Forester 
Hornet Clearwing 


Wood Leopard 
Golden Swift 

Dotted Rustic 

Stout Dart 

Red Chestnut 
Bordered Orange 
Scarce Bordered Straw 


Varied Coronet 


Large Wainscot 
Small Wainscot 
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Limenitis camilla 


Vanessa atalanta 


Vanessa cardui 


Argynnis cydippe 


Closstana selene 
Euphadryas aurinea 
Stramonidia W. album 
Lysandra coridon 
Lysandra bellargus 


Cealastrina argiolus 


Herse convolvult 
Odontosia carmelita 


Clostera curtula 
Daschira fascelina 


Leucoma salicis 


Trichiura crataegt 
Gastropacha quercifolia 
Saturnia pavonia 
Cybosta mesomella 
Parasemia plantaginis 
Procris globularia 
Procris geryon 

Sphecia bembeciformis 


Keuzera pyrina 
Hepialus hecta 
Rhyacia simulans 
Spaelotis ravida 
Cerastis rubricosa 
Pyrrhia umbra 
Heliothis armigera 


Hadena compta 


Rhizedra lutosa 
Arenostola pygmina 


MC 4°8, BW 29:6, DGK 7-7, 
CGL: Abundant locally. 

SNH 6-6, FM 12°7-till 14-9. 
Unusually scarce. EJMB 13:8, 
MG 4-7 tillr 7:8? 

BW 25-8, SNHS 14:6, EJMB 11°5, 
BC‘2:6,, MC 7-7. 

MC 7-7 till 7-8, GGL: Unusually 


scarce, 


MC 10:6, FM 10-6. 

BW 5:6, BC 4:6, MC 26-5, FM 6:6. 

EJ MB 6-7. Numerous till 18-7. 

JNK: Local colony increasing. 

CMRP 7-6, FM 5-6, 26-8, BW 4:6. 
Slightly less scarce. GGL: Absent 
from Cotley Hill this year. 

CMRP 22°5, EJMB 17-7. Settled 
on goose-droppings! FM 5:5, 9°8, 
BC 13:5, BW 17:7. Abundant in 
August. 

PC: 5 pupae found in potato field 
near Bromham. 

CMRP 25-4, 3:5. A rare insect in 
Wilts. 

DB 19°5, 29°5, BW 29°5. 

CMRP Larva 27°5. A new Wilts 
record. 

CMRP 1-8. Few previous Wilts 
records. 

DB 4-9. 

DBG6:7;, 10-7. 

SNHS 14:4, 7°5. Scarce in Wilts. 

DB 23°6. 

BW 31°5. 

BW 7:6. Scarce. 

BW 5:6. Locally abundant. 

CMRP: Bred 26-6 ex larvae found 
23°16, 

DB 6-7. 

BW 26-6. 

CMRP. 6-7; 7-7: 

DB 26°8 (2). 

BW 7:5. 

DB 5:7, 8°7. 

CMRP: Bred from pupa in im- 
ported green pepper. 

CMRP: Larva in August. A first 
record in Wilts. Now well estab- 
lished in Surrey and East. It is 
probably spreading West on. 
Sweet William flowers. 

DBing-10: 

DB: Common in October. 


Bulrush Wainscot 
Brown-veined Wainscot 


Rufous Wainscot 
Slender Brindle 
Double-lobed 
Dusky Sallow 


White-spotted Pinion 
Angle-striped 


Olive Kidney 
Old Lady 


Marbled Vert 
Scarce Merveille-du-jour 


Dark Spectade 
Blackneck 
Brown Fanfoot 
Vestal 

Ruddy Highflier 


Argent and Sable 
Brindle-barred Yellow 
Bordered Pug 

Magpie 

Orange Thorn 


Lunar Thorn 
Brindled Beauty 


SPIDERS 


Nonagria typhae 
Nonagria dissoluta 


Coenobia rufa 
Apamea scolopacina 
Apamea ophiogramma 
Eremobia ochrolenca 


Cosmia diffinis 
Enargia paleacea 


Kenobia subtusa 
Mormo maura 


Cryphia muralis 
Moma alpium 


Unca triplasia 

Lygephila pastinum 
Kanclognatha tarsipennalis 
Rhodometra sacraria 
Hydriomena ruberata 


Rheumaptera hastata 
Acasis viretata 
Eupithecia succenturiata 
Abraxas grossulariata 


Angerona prunaria 


Selenia lunaria 
Lycia hirtaria 


DB 6-9. 
DB 4:8) New Wilts records. Un- 
expected in the absence 
DB 11-8} of extensive marshes. 
DB 4:8. 
DB 18:7, 4:8. 
CMRP July. Still spreading West. 
BW 25-7, DB 4:8. 
DB 28:°8. 
CMRP 29:9. Only one previous 
record in 1964. 
DB 258: 
MC 25:8. Seldom noted in recent 
years. 
CMRP 4:8, BW 7-7. 
CMRP July 1969. A very rare 
insect nowadays. 
CMRP 7:5. Rare in Wilts. 
BW 7:7. 
BW 20-6. 
DB 28-9, 12-10. Rare immigrant. 
DB 28-5. No previous Wilts record 
since 1931. 
CMRP 17°5. 
DB 1-8: 
BW 12-7. 
SNHS June. Larvae feeding on 
ine! 
CMRP 26-6. Few Wilts records 
ever: 
DB 25°5, BW 2°6. 
BW 2°5, DB 1°5. 


SHORTER NOTES 


During a night’s ‘bughunting’ in the New Forest in July the remarkable efficiency of 


the spider was brought home to us. We had arrived about 9.0 p.m. and, before deciding 
where to set up our light and sheet, we explored a ride which led in from the main road. 
Three of us walked abreast the entire length of it. About 1.30 a.m. things began to get 
slack in the spot we had adopted so I decided to try the car headlights along the side ride. 

As soon as the beam was in position I noticed about ten yards away a large spider’s 
web, quite perfect with a big spider in the centre, awaiting customers. The diameter of the 
web was about 10 ins. It was 3 ft. from the ground, right in the middle of the path, and at 
first glance it appeared quite unsupported. Curiosity forced us to investigate and we found 
one supporting strand leading directly to a pine branch 12 ft. away on the far side of a 
deep ditch and 8 ft. up. On the other side the upper stay led to the top of a tall thistle 
8 ft. away. The lower stays were not quite so long but the whole structure entirely blocked 
the ride. 

This stupendous achievement by a single spider had been completed in less than four 
hours. Can anyone tell me how it was done? 

I know practically nothing about spiders except that they are exceedingly numerous 
creatures—about two millions to the acre in this country. From a book I have borrowed 
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from the Library I think I can identify the heroine of the above feat of construction as 
Meta reticulata. It is the most abundant of all the British web-builders. 

There are 557 species of spiders in this country of greatly varying habitats and weaving 
many different kinds of webs. Some, indeed, do not make webs but hunt their prey by 
sight. So successful have been their specialization and adaptability that they have penetrated 
to the uttermost parts of the earth from the Equator to the Polar regions, from the deepest 
caves to the highest mountains. 

Not many people seem to be studying spiders although they are so abundant and 
widespread. They are reasonably easily identified from the book while they are alive, but 
their colours cannot be preserved after death. This makes it useless to make collections of 
them as is done with moths or butterflies. Painting from life, or colour photography, would 
be the answer and a very fascinating and rewarding study; it would be in a largely 
unworked field. 

B. W. WEDDELL 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER IN WILTSHIRE 


The Little Ringed Plover was first recorded in Wiltshire at Ashton Keynes during 
April, 1959, and a party were present at Coate in August of the same year. 

During subsequent years spring records were extremely few except in one area where 
a breeding pair overflew and occasionally fed in a corner of the county. This pair or 
subsequent pairs bred successfully for at least three of the four years within a few yards 
of the Wiltshire county boundary during the period 1966/69. 

The only spring records away from this site were of a pair at Seagry G.P. on April 
18th, 1970, and a single male at Swindon S.F. during the last week of March, 1970. 

During 1968 autumn passage migrants of this species were commoner than in past 
years at the Swindon S8.F. and in 1969 there were 12 bird days from the 2nd August until 
the 13th September, with a total of 22 birds. This pattern was continued in 1970 with 
21 bird days from the 18th July until the 15th September, the total of birds being 61. 

These figures would seem to indicate that either the migration pattern was changing 
or that a build-up in numbers was taking place probably not too far away. A number of 
the autumn records referred to one adult accompanied by one or two newly-fledged 
juveniles. Some birds were recognizable and stayed for some time; it may be that the 
S.F. provides a suitable early staging post for nearby breeders. 

Investigation at suitable breeding sites in neighbouring counties indicated that some 
new sites were being used and that the species had probably increased. 

Suitable areas within Wiltshire were regularly watched during the breeding seasons 
1961/69 without success. 

Late in 1969 at a completely new site top soil was removed from a comparatively 
small area exposing the gravel beneath. By the spring of 1970 this area had developed into 
a chain of small pools and one larger pool flanked by a mound of top soil. Some of the soil 
had been washed off into the pools forming a layer of sandy mud in and around them. 

During 1970 two pairs were present at this site with courtship taking place in early 
May. When visited in early June, two males and a female were seen and a nest was found 
containing two eggs. There was no sign of the other female but a prolonged search was 
not made for fear of keeping the other pair away from their eggs. 

The following week the nest contained the broken shells of the predated eggs but 
both members of the pair were still present. The site was now fast drying out and the 
water had evaporated from some of the pools. On one of the driest but more vegetated areas 
a pair were tending three newly hatched young, presumably the pair of which only the 
male was seen the previous week. 

Two of the young were eventually ringed and all three safely reached the flying 
stage. By this time the site was very dry with virtually no open water. 

At the time of writing, in November, 1970, the site is being used as a stock pile for 
surplus gravel. 

G. L. WEBBER 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS FOR 1970 


REPORT OF THE HON. SECRETARY 


Since the 1970 Annual General Meeting the membership list has been revised as the 
result of the main Society’s new Family Membership which entitles such members to only 
one copy of all publications. A comparison with the figures given at the A.G.M. cannot 
therefore be made. The Section now has 401 members—claims from the main Society 182, 
Section only 193 and 26 members of the Junior Section which was formed at the 1970 
A.G.M. 

After 18 years’ valuable service, Mrs. C. Seccombe Hett retired from the office of 
Hon. Secretary and was made an Hon. Life Member of the Section. 

Mrs. V. E. Brown held the office of Hon. Meetings Secretary for a year. Mr. and 
Mrs. P. ‘Toynton prepared the Summer Programme for 1971 assisted by a sub-committee. 

Mr. J. D. Grose has regrettably resigned from the committee for health reasons. He 
had served for 24 years and his invaluable guidance on botanical matters is a great loss. 
A gift token to buy rose bushes of his choice has been presented to him in appreciation of 
his magnificent work. 

European Conservation Year was marked by the formation of the Junior Section under 
the enthusiastic leadership of Mr. A. L. Stonell, helped by a small committee. The £50 
entrusted to the Section in memory of Mr. G. Clarke, formerly head of Adcroft School, 
has been invested. The interest will be used to award two ‘George Clarke Memorial Prizes’ 
annually for projects submitted by Juniors. 

The Section, jointly with the C.P.R.E. and R.S.P.B., arranged and manned an E.C.Y. 
exhibition for a fortnight in Devizes public library. Section members also helped in the 
E.C.Y. week in Chippenham and prepared and manned a Nature Trail in Birds Marsh. 

Mr. G. L. Boyle’s generous offer to compile an ornithological bulletin, ‘Birdwise’, 
eight times a year at an additional 4op to interested members has been rewarded by 
1o1 people subscribing. 

Progress has been made towards the preparation of “The Mammals of Wiltshire’. Both 
the text by Mr. N. E. King and Miss B. Gillam and the illustrations by Mr. M. Williams 
are well advanced. 

The committee has considered ways of publicising the Section. Posters have been 
displayed in some of the larger public libraries and Mrs. M. Toynton’s accounts of meetings 
have been accepted by the local press. A note referring to the Section was included in a 
newsletter sent to all R.S.P.B. members in the county. 

A new list of members has been prepared by Mrs. Seccombe Hett and is available 
from her. 

The committee agreed to discontinue subscribing to The Mammal Society but to 
subscribe to The Wiltshire Trust for Nature Conservation. The magazines of national 
bodies to which the Section subscribes, together with journals of Natural History Societies 
with which the Section exchanges, are now housed in the Museum. 

This has been a successful year for the Section with a noticeable increase in interest 

‘in Natural History, particularly amongst younger members. 


REPORT OF THE HON. MEETINGS SECRETARY 


The Natural History Section has had many varied and interesting outdoor and indoor 
meetings during the year. With two exceptions, the field meetings were held in good 
weather and had an average attendance of 35 members. 
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During the summer we have watched dragonflies in the New Forest, studied the 
geology of the M4 excavations, been surrounded by moths attracted by a mercury vapour 
lamp, seen two different Nature Reserves in South Gloucestershire and learnt something 
of their management problems and continued the study of plants colonising a disused 
railway track. Cheddar pinks, orchids, freshwater life and, of course, birds have been the 
objectives of other meetings. 

The Annual General Meeting was held in Warminster, 32 members attended. 
Unfortunately the walk in the Longleat Woods after the meeting was cancelled because of 
a downpour. 

The Dawn Chorus meeting got 17 members out of their beds very early. More of the 
woodland had been felled since last year’s meeting and fewer species were both seen and 
heard. ‘The campfire breakfast was enjoyed by everyone. 

The Section visited Imber on Spring Bank Holiday Monday and, though butterflies 
were the main point of interest, it was also noted that several garden plants still survive 
in the ruins. 

It was a perfect day for the orchid meeting and over 40 members came. In a marshy 
pasture we found Marsh Orchids and other marsh plants in good numbers. Across the 
small stream was a mature oak wood, but by the entrance gate a notice board read— 
‘Land for sale including valuable timber’. It seems likely that the oak wood will be felled 
and perhaps the marsh drained. Economic pressures are very great. 

It was interesting to visit the New Forest on an exceptionally fine June Sunday and 
see the pressures Man is exerting. The roadsides were full of cars and picnicking families, 
but away from the roads we met very few people in spite of the large numbers that mus} 
have been within the Forest boundaries. It was encouraging to hear that at last the 
Dartford Warbler is very slowly recovering from the cold winter of 1962/63. We saw 
Redstarts and Stonechats and heard a Wood Warbler. Several other bird species were 
seen and heard including Curlew. Dragonflies, the object of the afternoon, provided a 
memorable sight, their lovely colours shining in the sunlight. 

We are grateful to Lt. Col. and Mrs. Kirkaldy for their hospitality when we visited 
their farm to see night-flying moths. We had a fine evening for this interesting and exciting 
annual event. This year, 1970, Mr. B. W. Weddell led his ‘Silver Jubilee Meeting’. I am 
sure that everyone would like to congratulate him, and thank him for 25 ‘Mothing 
Evenings’. He must have given great pleasure to a large number of members during the 
years. 

One meeting proved very disappointing showing only too clearly the destruction 
caused by chemical spraying. The leader, Mrs. Curtis, had visited the banks of the Kennet 
and Avon Canal near ‘Trowbridge and listed over 100 plants, but two days later a brown 
wilderness was all that remained for the botanists. 

At Rodbourne Sewage Farm in September members saw a Temminck’s Stint—a first 
for Wiltshire—behaving perfectly in front of a large audience. Other species seen included 
Little-ringed Plover (which both flew and called for its audience), Greenshank, Snipe, 
Green and Wood Sandpipers, Wheatears, Whinchats and Yellow and Pied Wagtails. 

Owing to the dry autumn fewer species than usual were found on the Fungus Foray. 
Some species were dwarfed, misshapen, and abnormally coloured. 

The two evenings when members showed their slides were well attended. ‘The range of 
subjects, the knowledge and the photographic skill of those who took part deserve our 
congratulations. Over 50 members came to hear Mr. Noel King’s lecture on Wiltshire 
Mammals, and we look forward to the book which Miss Gillam and Mr. King are writing 
and wish them every success. Unfortunately Mr. Pickrell, who was to have given a lecture 
on Snails, has left Wiltshire for Manchester and, owing to the postal strike, his talk had 
to be cancelled. Mr. Barron has led a meeting and given a lecture on the M4 excavations. 
In spite of the gash that the motorway makes across Wiltshire Mr. Barron has found a 
great deal of geological interest in the excavations, and has passed on some of his wide 
knowledge to members who must feel very grateful to him. 
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At the conclusion of my one year in this office I should like to thank all the leaders 
and lecturers who have given so generously of their time and given such pleasure to all 
of us who have attended meetings. I must also thank landowners for permission to go on to 
their land. I wish the Section and Mr. and Mrs. Toynton, my successors, every success in 
the future. 
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CONSERVE 
& OBSERVE 


BINOCULARS - TELESCOPES 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT OFFER 
OF 7 25° 


POST/INSURED FREE 


For example: Retail price Our price 
Swift Audubon 8.5 x 44 MKI1 £42.50 £31.00 
Swift Saratoga 8x 40 MKII £28.50 £21.00 
Swift Classic 8 x 40 £26.50 £19.75 
Swift Super Tecnar 8 « 40 £18.00 £13.25 
Asshi Pentax 8 x 40 BWCF £32.00 £25.00 
Zeiss Jena Jenoptem 8 x 30 W £29.50 £19.50 
Zeiss Jena Dekarem 10 50 £78.50 £60.00 
Carl Zeiss 8 x 30B Dialyt £89.46 £70.00 
Carl Zeiss 10 x 40B Dialyt £103.74 £81.00 
Leitz 10 40 Hard Case £107.50 £80.00 
Leitz 8x 40B Hard Case £113.63 £85.00 
Ross Stepruva 9 « 35 £57.48 £43.00 
Nickel Supra Telescope 
15 x 60 « 60 


£54.95 £43.25 


Hertel Reuss Televari 
25 x 60 x 60 £52.77 £42.90 


and the Birdwatchers choice, the superb Heron 8» 40 just 
£15.00 (leaflet available) 


All brand new and complete with case. Fully Guaranteed. 


Ask for our FREE BROCHURE—‘YOUR GUIDE TO BINe 
OCULAR/TELESCOPE OWNERSHIP’. 


Always 56 models in stock from £9.00 to £85.00. 
AVAILABLE ON 7 DAYS APPROVAL 


Send remittance with order. 
MICROSCOPES: 10%—1I5°% DISCOUNTS—POST FREE 


FREE Photographic Price List with discounts of 25—37}% sent 
on request, 


HERON OPTICAL CO. (Dept. WA) 


15, Short Croft, Doddinghurst, Brentwood, Essex. 
Tel. Navestock 3498. 
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fj Please despatch to me immediately.............-.2.00-0055 
pee oe eee at the special discount price of 
E Pan Neen fare ie ee eheieve cantehoeee for which | enclose Cheque/P.O. 


BINOCULAR/TELESCOPEIPHOTOG RAPHIC/MICROSCOPE 
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